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Market Place 


ARTICLES 


The 42nd Annual Federal Rally 
David Cornish drove his newly-acquired 
Bentley T Series to the recent 
Federal Rally at Surfers Paradise 


Red Label 
Your Editor drove the new Bentley Arnage 
Red Label at the Surfers Paradise Federal 
Rally and describes his impressions, along 
with those of Autocar magazine 


Have you visited your 
CLUB INTERNET WEBSITE? 
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Front Cover Photo: 


The Overall Winner of the 2000 Federal Concours d'Elegance. This very well-known 1912 
Silver Ghost (1997) has now been Overall Winner on three occasions: once in the 
ownership of Eric Rainsford (S.A.) who initially restored it and built the open-drive 
limousine coachwork, and now twice by that grand master of concours David Jones (Vic.). 
Photo by the Editor. 
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FROM the EDITOR 


Lateness of this issue 


My apologies for the probable lateness 
of this special Federal Rally edition of 
PRAECLARUM, which was caused mainly 
by spending nearly three weeks in the 
United Kingdom as well as other un- 
avoidable demands on my time. 

While there | spent a memorable day 
with John Blatchley (who designed the 
coachwork of probably the majority of cars 
inthis Club), helped Neil McLean represent 
our Club at the Spares and Inter-Clubs 
Meetings, attended the R.R.E.C. Annual 
Rally, visited the splendid premises of P. & 
A. Wood and (O.K., | admit it) generally had 
a grand time. 


World record 


On the day of my arrival in Britain a 
successful attempt was made on the world 
record for the longest moving line of Rolls- 
Royce cars. The R.R.E.C., whose spokes- 
men had in the past heaped scorn on this 
particularly record, was behind the attempt. 

To say that the attempt was successful 
would be something of an under-statement. 
The 420 cars, which included the Crewe 
factory's 1907 two-cylinder 10 h.p. and 
AX-201 (the Silver Ghost), drove two 
miles from Chester Racecourse before 
returning for a celebration. 

The previous record, set in the United 
States, was for 232 cars, and earlier the 
record had been set in Australia — at the 
Ballarat Federal Rally in 1992. It seems 
probable that such a record could only be 
set so decisively in England, and it is unlike- 
ly that 420 will ever be bettered. The lid 
might therefore have been placed firmly on 
this somewhat pointless record. As the 
R.R.E.C. has always suggested, the record 
for the number of Rolls-Royce cars 
gathered in one place is far more relevant 
for our movement, and the R.R.E.C. Annual 
Rally has that one firmly ‘in the bag’. 


Getting value from your subscription 


Some of the debate that has taken place 
around the Branches in respect to the cost 
of PRAECLARUM seems to assume that 
your Editor is in some way involved in the 
financial aspects of its production. 

Such is not the case. Throughout my 
Editorship (| am in my seventeenth year) | 
have never had anything to do with the 
financial side of the magazine’s production. 
That is and has always been the rdle of the 


Alter seeing the article on your Editor's James 

Young S1 in P.2-00, Bradford Klein sent these 
shots from California of his 1958 Silver Cloud 
James Young two-door saloon (LSHF111) 
which rejoices in similar coachwork lines and 
styling features. Only two were built, to design 
number SC.20. The other example resides in 
neighbouring Nevada. 


Federal Treasurer, and one that | would not 
wish to usurp. My réle is to do my best to 
meet the requirement of Federal Council to 
produce the best possible journal for the 
members. 

Some have suggested that we reduce 
PRAECLARUM's frequency to quarterly. 
However, this would not achieve a sig- 
nificant cost saving as we would still need 
the same total number of pages unless we 
discouraged members by returning their 
contributions unpublished. Otherwise, the 
only saving would be two lots of advertising 
pages which would, of course, deprive us 
of two lots of revenue, so no cost saving 
there, either. Any reduction, particularly in 
frequency of publication, would also dim- 
inish our place within the world Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley movement. Some see this as 
unimportant — a view | do not share. Also, 
it is worth remembering that for some 
remote members, Club publications are all 
they get for their subscription. 

It also helps to provide a sense of 
proportion when one realises that the addi- 
tional amount per member per year being 
sought by the Federal Treasurer amounts 
to scarcely more than the price of three 
gallons of leaded petro!! 

Whilst | play no part in it, | nevertheless 


appreciate the efforts of those who, over the 
years, have devoted their time to the thank- 
less task of looking after our finances. 


Long time supporters 


In our last issue the regular advertise- 
ment of our old friends at McMillan Prestige 
Car Repairs was inadvertently replaced by 
a second Sydney/Melbourne Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley advertisement. The McMillan 
advertisement was in place and correct in 
the proofs that | approved, so the sequence 
of events after that was beyond my control. 
However, as | have said before, | accept 
that final responsibility rests with me. 

Many members have benefited from the 
superb work routinely carried out by 
McMillan's, and the Club as a whole has 
benefited from that firm’s support over a 
long period. In fact, this was the first time in 
more than 12 years that the McMillan 
advertisement has not appeared on our 
outside rear cover. 


The sun sets further 


For Her Majesty’s ambassadors abroad 
a Rolls-Royce motor car has proudly sym- 
bolised a great nation for many decades. 
But U.K. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Gordon Brown, a fearsome class warrior 
who one suspects would perceive the Rolls- 
Royce marque with a somewhat jaundiced 
eye, wants to change all that. 
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Mr Brown believes that if Rovers and 
Daimlers are good enough for prime mini- 
sters and cabinet ministers, they should be 
good enough for Ambassadors and High 
Commissioners. As one Brown supporter 
rather mindlessly put it: “As soon as you 
turn your mind to it, you are struck by the 
fact that giving Rollers (sic) to our ambas- 
sadors is hard to justify”. Come to think of 
it, though, perhaps he’s right. Although one 
suspects that the envy politics inherent in 
Mr Brown’s political persuasion are behind 
this selective parsimony, it is nonetheless 
true that since Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
was sold to Volkswagen it has become 
much more difficult to defend the notion of 
the Rolls-Royce car as truly representative 
of Great Britain. It will be even more difficult 
after 2002 when the marque is severed 
from its history and traditional maker and 
handed over to Bavarian Motor Works. 


Made in Germany 


Recent reports in the U.K. news media 
seem to vindicate our members who have 
expressed their fears in these pages and 
elsewhere that future “Rolls-Royce” cars 
will be built in Germany. Please do not be 
misled by the recent announcementthatthe 
“headquarters” of Rolls-Royce is to be 
moved to a new factory at Goodwood in 
Sussex. This is BMW's intended base for 
the finishing of BMW-designed and -built 
“Rolls-Royce” cars after the marque is 
taken away from Rolls-Royce Motor Cars at 
Crewe and handed over to the tender 
mercies of the Bavarian maker. 

It beggars belief that Rolls-Royce plc 
(aero engines) is removing the Rolls-Royce 
marque from its own former Car Division 
and handing it over to BMW. It seems too 
preposterous — but you'd better believe it 
because that is precisely what's afoot! 

It is clear from the number of employees 
proposed for the BMW “Rolls-Royce” head- 
quarters (350) that cars will not actually be 
built there. The cars will arrive from Germ- 
any for completion and finishing at the 
Goodwood plant. It has even been sug- 
gested that they will merely be “kitted out” 
there, which would reduce the most famous 
name in car engineering history to the 
status of a coachtrimmer of German cars. 

One naturally wonders what Sir Henry 
Royce would have made of his name being 
lent to a project that, in essence, is the 
opposite of what he dedicated his life to. 


Vale 


As this issue was being prepared for 


ris “i . 
During the visit by HM The Queen and HRH Prince Philip, a shortage of suitable motor cars (the 


a \ 


government having sold them off!) saw Club members’ cars used. This is 1967 Phantom V 
(5VF155), a former Commonwealth government Royal Tour car, owned by lan Tonkin (Vic.). 


press, the sad news arrived of the deaths 
of two pioneering members, Patrick Kane- 
White (Vic.) and George Sevenoaks 
(N.S.W.) — both Honorary Life Members. 

| recall that Patrick cut a formidable 
figure as President of the Victoria Branch to 
a 17-year-old joining in 1966. A year later 
George also left a lasting impression on me 
by showing me around Sydney in a lovely 
Silver Dawn when | was en route from 
Melbourne to Southampton, travelling 
alone by sea (as one did in those days). 

Patrick's Obituary appears in this issue, 
and George’s will be in the next. 


Federal Rallies 
This is your special Federal Rally edition 


of PRAECLARUM, covering the Rally at 
Surfers Paradise in April. | hope you enjoy 
the Rally coverage as much as | and the 
other participants enjoyed the actual Rally. 
The 2001 Federal Rally — by any ration- 
al reckoning the first of the 21st Century and 
third millennium A.D. — will be held at 
Mount Gambier in South Australia on the 
weekend of March 29th-April 2nd, 2001. 
Mount Gambier is not just a pleasant 
country town ‘far from the madding crowd’ 
with a number of attractions in its own right, 
but also provides obvious potential for 
some superb Overlanders to get there, 
taking in the full length of Victoria's glorious 
Great Ocean Road. 
Martin Bennett 


Her Majesty and His Royal Highness in Melbourne, having alighted from 5VF 155. 
p 


Photograph reproduced with kind permission of The Age. 
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FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


Model Registers 


Shortly after the excellent Federal Rally 
conducted by our Queensland Branch, | 
was provided with a blue-print for the estab- 
lishment of Registers of Models. 

Along the lines of the Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club (U.K.) Registers, it has 
been proposed that various models of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars be rep- 
resented by Registers of Owners to support 
and assist members in using and maintain- 
ing their particular model of motor car. The 
proposal emanated from the Silver Ghost 
Association which provides a handsome 
trophy for the winner of Class 1 at each 
Federal Rally. Unfortunately the trophy was 
not awarded at Queensland as the winner 
of Class 1 (Pre-Ghost and Silver Ghosts) 
was promoted to Overall Winner. | under- 
stand that anomaly is under consideration 


and hopefully, future Rallies will see this 
most handsome antique silver peg tankard 
awarded. 

A plan of the proposed Register system 
is being circulated for discussion amongst 
members. Divergent views have been ex- 
pressed on the desirability of a Register 
system and | hope these words and the 
attachment will encourage debate and 
result in Federal Delegates being well 
briefed on the subject by the Federal Coun- 
cil Meeting of 2001. 


20 h.p Skiff (GOK74) 


Following the Federal Rally, Fiona and | 
decided to drive back to Melbourne in the 
Skiff. The drive occupied 24 hours and was 
quite an experience. Travelling alone and 
with hood folded, we started early each 
morning driving into a large setting moon 


with the sun rising behind. Quite a sight with 
sharp strong rays of sun reflecting from the 
nickel plating and polished radiator forward 
toward the huge moon. Quite chilly too. We 
are presently busy repairing the exhaust 
system which often seems to require atten- 
tion after long tours. We, with the assist- 
ance of Graham Facey, are making a 
number of faithful replicas of 20 h.p. engine 
and tail pipes for ourselves and, if required, 
other members. 


Federal Presidential Bentley Turbo R 
Our stable has recently been supple- 
mented by the arrival of a 1990 Bentley 
Turbo R, (BRL32398), for everyday use. 
More on our impressions in due course. 


Happy motoring, 
George Forbes 


REPORT of the FEDERAL EXECUTIVE 


The Federal Executive, comprising 
President George Forbes, Secretary Kim 
Stapleton and Treasurer Bryan Inder is 
proud to presentits report for the year 1999- 
2000 at this superb venue, the Marriott on 
the Gold Coast. 

We present the Federal body in a posi- 
tion of mild surplus with a budget for the 
next two years. Our Treasurer has made 
the necessary decisions to bring the Club 
back into the black after the last two years 
of deficiency. 

Our member Branches have focussed 
upon the Federal body during the last 
twelve months and supported it with a 
special levy, which was generally promptly 
paid. 

New auditors were appointed who 
capably assisted our Federal Treasurer in 
preparing financial accounts, which now 
accurately reflect the position of the Federal 
body. 

Our President has been busy in attend- 
ing all Branches, except the A.C.T., during 
his first year of office. In addition, he 
attended the Inter-Clubs Meeting at the 
Hunt House last year and the Annual Rally 
of the U.K. Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club 
at Cottesbrooke Hall, with his 20 h.p. skiff, 
chassis number GOK74. A tour of Ireland 
with the 20 h.p. Register of that Club was in 
the company of another Australian mem- 
ber, David Jones, as weil as entrants from 


other countries. We understand that, in ad- 
dition to the A.C.T. Branch, he intends to 
visit all Branches prior to the next Federal 
Rally in Mount Gambier. 

Our President reported upon his return 
from the U.K. that our sister Clubs in the 
U.K. and U.S.A. are adopting a similar 
attitude in relation to the change of 
shareholding in the Rolls-Royce group of 
companies. The maintenance of enthus- 
iasm and friendliness within our movement 
is the approach adopted by the world-wide 
movement. Notwithstanding the turmoil of 
1998, cars manufactured by the companies 
listed in our Constitution remain eligible 
motor cars. The enthusiasm and pride inthe 
heritage of these cars should not be 
diminished and debate on these issues 
should not be stifled. 

It is regretted that written communica- 
tion between the Federal body and its mem- 
ber Branches has not been strong during 
the last year. Pipeline failed to materialise 
because of the busy workload of Federal 
Secretary Kim Stapleton. Your Executive 
undertakes to improve that aspect in 2000- 
2001, including an early dispatch of items 
to be considered prior to formulation of an 
Agenda for the 2001 Federal Council Meet- 
ing. We understand the importance of early 
instruction of Federal Delegates. 

The Sir Henry Royce Foundation has 
achieved considerable success during the 


past twelve months in the gala opening of 
its premises at the Fox Museum of Motoring 
in Melbourne, the accumulation of Branch 
histories and an increased store of 
memorabilia and historical items. 

The Federal body is pleased to advise 
that it has procured an extensive insurance 
cover for its executives and those of its 
member Branches at very reasonable 
premiums. 

Our Queensland friends, headed by 
David Vann, are to be congratulated on the 
production of the first Register of Members 
and their motor cars since 1997. This daunt- 
ing task, a requirement of our Constitution, 
involves enormous time and dedication. 
The Federal Executive is proud of the 
achievement of the people involved. 

The Federal Executive is excited about 
the prospects of 2000-2001 and looks for- 
ward to presenting a report of considerable 
activity at Mount Gambier next year. 

We thank the Delegates and their 
Branches for the support shown over the 
past twelve months. 


Club Shop Notice 
Members should please note that 
the prices in the Victoria Branch 
Club Shop brochure mailed to 
members with PRAECLARUM do 
not include GST. Please add GST to 
all purchases from July 1st 2000. 
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ANNUAL REPORTS of the BRANCHES 


Australian Capital Territory 


The Australian Capital Territory Branch, 
though the smallest in the Club and having 
the least concentrated membership as well 
as the highest proportion of overseas mem- 
bers, continues to flourish. Despite these 
factors our average monthly meeting 
attendance far exceeds that of some of the 
larger Branches. A significant reason for 
this is our very satisfactory meeting venue 
at the Ainslie Football Club, a licenced club 
where members can meet and enjoy dinner 
before the meeting commences in the 
boardroom, followed by post-meeting 
drinks and conversation in sociable sur- 
roundings. One of the highlights of the 
year’s meetings was the April visit by Lionel 
& Berta Whitehead, our northern-most 
members who live near Tain in the High- 
lands of Scotland. 

Our committee line-up has changed 
slightly, with Joy Burns bowing out after 
many years of dedicated and highly com- 
petent service to the Branch, and John Filler 
taking over as Branch Secretary (and Editor 
of the Branch newsletter, The Capital 
Letter) . The financial position of the Branch 
remains sound in the very capable hands of 
Treasurer Stephen Brown. 

Most months throughout the past year 
have seen the Branch on either a day run 
or a weekend away, all well supported, 
while obviously the high point of our events 
year was hosting the extremely successful 
1999 Federal Rally in Canberra. Our events 
programme is now in the capable hands of 
Alastair Kinloch, who brings both past ex- 
perience and new imagination to the post. 
Future events will include a welcome return 
to the weekends in Thredbo that we have 
so enjoyed in the past. 

Several fine restorations are under way 
in the Branch, with some nearing comple- 
tion, including Silver Ghost 24LG (John & 
Joy Burns) and Phantom II! 3DL150 (Al & 
Di Kinloch). 

Martin Bennett, 
Branch President 


New South Wales 


Throughout the period under review, the 
N.S.W. Branch has continued to pursue its 
objective of assisting its members in their 
enjoyment of fine motor cars and fine 
motoring. 


With this objective in view, the Branch 
seeks to offer a varied programme of events 
and activities, in order to cater for the wide 
range of members’ interests and for the 
various types of car represented in the 
Branch. The Branch has continued with its 
policy of encouraging individual members 
to organise events, rather than placing 
these duties in the hands of a committee. 
Co-ordination of activities has been carried 
out by John Matheson (as Events Co- 
ordinator) and Jeanne Eve (as Social 
Secretary). 

One of the most important events on the 
Branch calendar is the annual Commem- 
oration Run, which is normally held on a 
date close to April 1st to commemorate the 
first recorded journey (in 1904) of the first 
car constructed by Henry Royce. !n 1999, 
the proximity of the Federal Rally and 
Easter caused the event to be held rather 
later than usual, on April 18th. In a change 
from the relatively formal luncheon usually 
associated with the event, a picnic lunch 
was enjoyed at Glenleigh homestead near 
Penrith. 

In the following month, the Bruce Ross 
Memorial Weekend was held in the Hunter 
Valley on May 15th-16th. The event incor- 
porated a ‘long luncheon’ tour of vineyards 
in the Hunter Valley; some members ex- 
tended the weekend with an overnight stay 
at the Barrington Tops Guest House. 

On May 30th members spent an instruc- 
tive and entertaining day admiring scale 
model locomotives, traction engines, ships 
and aircraft at the premises of the Sydney 
Society of Model Engineers at Luddenham. 

A midweek event on June 23rd brought 
members to the Tramway Museum at Lof- 
tus. After inspecting the collection and 
travelling on some of the mobile exhibits, 
the members enjoyed lunch at acafé on the 
banks of the Georges River at Como. 

Aneventdesigned to encourage interest 
in the older cars was held on June 27th; 
owners of pre-war cars picked up other 
Club members as passengers from various 
prearranged meeting places and drove 
them to Bicentennial Park at Homebush 
Bay — where they were joined by other 
members who had driven there directly. 
The eleven pre-war cars attending com- 
peted in an informal concours. 

Aweekend event at Bungendore on July 
24th-25th attracted eleven Rolls-Royce and 
four Bentley cars. 


On August 15th, the Branch participated 
inthe annual Display Day held by the Coun- 
cil of Veteran Vintage and Thoroughbred 
Motor Clubs at Eastern Creek Raceway; 
aboutone hundred N.S.W. motor clubs took 
part in this event, which involved over one 
thousand cars. 

September 11th saw the start of the 
nineteen-day tour of Tasmania, which at- 
tracted 15 Rolls-Royce and five Bentley 
cars drawn from the N.S.W., South 
Australia, Queensland, Victoria and 
Western Australia Branches. This tour was 
considered an outstanding success by all 
those taking part. From the starting point of 
the tour in Sydney, the cars were accom- 
panied to the N.S.W. Southern Highlands 
by a number of N.S.W. Branch cars taking 
part in the associated ‘Highland Fling’ 
weekend event. 

On September 22nd a midweek lunch- 
eon run was held to the Blue Mountains. 

The annual Concours is another of the 
significant fixtures on the N.S.W. Branch 
Events calendar; the 1999 Concours was 
held on November 7th at Vaucluse House. 
Overall, the event was well attended, with 
some 70 cars present, but the competitive 
classes attracted relatively few entries; only 
one pre-war car competed. A welcome 
visitor to the Concours was Federal Presi- 
dent George Forbes. 

November 14th saw a convoy of Rollis- 
Royce and Bentley cars heading north to 
the Hunter Valley in the ‘Grape Escape’ 
vineyard tour. 

The first Branch event for the new year 
was a picnic outing on February 6th to the 
nineteenth-century fortifications at Middle 
Head, in an area which is now within the 
Sydney Harbour National Park. 

On March 12th a group of members 
gathered at the premises of T.K. Motors at 
Brookvale for a practical seminar dealing 
with the finer points of preparing a concours 
entry. 

A midweek run to Terrigal on March 
22nd had its theme ‘Ladies at the Wheel’ — 
with the ladies encouraged to do the driving. 
The menfolk were nevertheless permitted 
to attend — and to share in the driving 

On the social scene, some 40 Branch 
members attended a dinner held on May 
28th to celebrate the award of Honorary Life 
membership to Judith Merlin. A theatre 
party to the musical ‘Chicago’ was held on 
August 22nd. On November 6th members 
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ANNUAL REPORTS of the BRANCHES (continued) 


of the Branch entertained Federal Presi- 
dent George Forbes and his wife Fiona at 
dinner. 

The annual Trophy Presentation Dinner 
was held on December 15th; this (‘black 
tie’) function was slightly more formal than 
the 1998 function, whilst remaining less 
formal than those of earlier years. 

In October, the N.S.W. Branch was 
visited by Eric Rimmer, who was for many 
years a senior engineer in the Experimental 
and Development divisions of the Rolls- 
Royce companies. Eric addressed the Oc- 
tober meeting of the Branch, and on 
Sunday October 31st spoke for some three 
hours to a gathering of Branch members 
and A.C.T. Branch visitors on the develop- 
ment of the early post-war Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars. 

The Annual General Meeting of the 
N.S.W. Branch in July 1999 saw few chan- 
ges to the Committee and Sub-Committee 
of the Branch: no ballot was necessary, as 
the number of nominations did not exceed 
the number of positions. Throughout the 
year, the Committee has continued to con- 
sider various matters which may affect the 
future of the Club. The desirability of attract- 
ing younger members has been recog- 
nised, and with this objective in view, the 
Branch joining fee has been reduced from 
$50 to $25. The Committee has discussed 
possible ways to make Branch activities 
and events more attractive to families with 
school-age children, and further considera- 
tion is to be given to this matter. 

In order to gauge the reaction of the 
members to the recent commercial 
developments in the United Kingdom and 
Europe affecting the Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley marques, an informal plebiscite of 
Branch members was conducted in late 
1999. The results of the plebiscite indicated 
that most members feel that the Club’s 
present practices in relation to the definition 
of ‘eligible motor cars’ are still appropriate, 
in the light of the recent developments. 
Whilst the response to the plebiscite was 
relatively small (of the order of 25 percent) 
it seems that the results can be taken to 
indicate the majority of members do not feel 
that any amendment to the existing rules is 
necessary at this stage. The results indi- 
cated that a majority of members would 
support a proposal for the admission of 
pre-1931 Bentley cars to the Club. 

The Branch has felt the effects of rising 


costs on some aspects of its activities; in 
particular it has been found that significant 
charges are now being levied for the use of 
some event venues which had previously 
been available without charge or at nominal 
charges. The Branch has continued its 
practice of making each event essentially 
revenue-neutral, with contributions from the 
participating members covering the cost of 
the event. The cost of publications is also a 
matter of some concern. 

The N.S.W. Branch newsletter London 
& Derby continues to maintain its high 
standard, under the editorship of Guy Cox. 
Some changes to the cover design and lay- 
out have achieved a more modern appear- 
ance. Each monthly issue typically 
comprises 16 or 20 pages; the contents of 
the newsletter includes details of forth- 
coming events, reports on recent Branch 
activities, historical reports on the early 
days of the Club, ‘Car of the Month’ articles 
featuring cars owned by Branch members, 
items of current news relating to the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley marques and to the 
general motoring scene, and technical 
articles dealing with topics such as cooling 
system problems and their solution, the 
fitting of seat belts to older cars, and the 
implications of the withdrawal of leaded 
petrol. 

Branch members were delighted when 
the Federal Council at its 1999 meeting in 
Canberra awarded Honorary Life Member- 
ship to Judith Merlin, our Branch Secretary. 
Another N.S.W. Branch identity, Found- 
ation Member and Honorary Life Member 
George Sevenoaks, was honoured by the 
award of the Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
Trophy. 

The Branch has continued its member- 
ship of the Council of Veteran Vintage and 
Thoroughbred Motor Clubs and of the 
Association of British Car Clubs. 

The N.S.W. concessional registration 
scheme, which has up to date permitted the 
issue by car clubs of registration plates for 
vehicles 30 years or more old, is currently 
under review, and the Branch awaits future 
developments on this issue. 

The Branch has continued its support of 
the National Epilepsy Foundation. 

With planning for the 2002 Federal Rally 
— to be held in the Coffs Harbour area — 
now under way, the N.S.W. Branch is look- 
ing forward to even busier times ahead. As 
always, the Branch will see as its goal the 


enhancement of the enjoyment derived by 
the members from their motoring interests. 


Tony Ward, 
Branch President 


Queensland 


The primary interest of the executive of 
the Branch over the past twelve months has 
been the planning for a successful Federal 
Rally on the Gold Coast in April when this 
report will be tabled at the Federal Council 
Meeting. 

We have however had outings each 
month, with the exception of the Christmas 
period, which generally have been well sup- 
ported considering our total membership 
within reasonable driving distance. We 
make an effort to consider our closer 
country members by planning events to the 
south, west and north of Brisbane on a 
rotational basis when possible. 

Our total membership stands at 127 
consisting of 119 Full members, five As- 
sociate and three Junior members. During 
the year we have approved 12 new mem- 
bers and three Junior members. 

We were pleased to welcome Federal 
President, George Forbes & Fiona, on their 
Official visit to attend our Christmas Lunch- 
eon at Bill & Pat Heck’s property at Woon- 
goolba. | took the opportunity to give 
George & Fiona a tour of the sites selected 
for our Federal Rally. Our Christmas Lunch- 
eon once again was attended by in excess 
of 50 members and guests, taking the op- 
portunity afforded by safe, private parking, 
to arrive in proper motor cars of all ages. 

On Friday, July 13th 1999, we celeb- 
rated our 30th Anniversary in fine style with 
a formal dinner at the Brisbane Club. This 
was very well attended by some sixty mem- 
bers and guests, including N.S.W. Branch 
members Frank & Patricia Fisher, who flew 
up especially forthe evening. Framed certif- 
icates, signed by the Federal President, 
recognising thirty years of continuous 
membership were presented to Brad Page, 
Wallace & Kerry Moorhouse, Peter Barrow 
(who was actually serving in Vietnam at the 
time of the inaugural meeting), Sue Dun- 
stan (nee Kilvert) and myself. Brad Page 
and myself were N.S.W. Branch members 
prior to the Queensland Branch formation. 

During the year we formed a new class 
of junior membership as sponsored at the 
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last Federal Council Meeting. We have al- 
ready welcomed three Junior members 
whom we hope can be encouraged, with 
others, to participate in events and retain 
their membership in the future for the long- 
term benefit of the Club. 

During the year we also altered our Con- 
stitution to reinstate Full membership to 
those members having been full financial 
members for a period of years, but having 
sold their eligible motor car. 

The Branch remains financially sound 
and is well placed to fund the Federal Rally 
without recourse to other sources. 


Fred Haughtey, 
Branch President 


South Australia 


At the AGM held on Monday 26 July 
1999, the current committee was re- 
elected. However, there were some chan- 
ges to their rEles, with Henry Slater taking 
over as Branch Vice-President. Caro! van 
der Pennen stepped down as Branch 
Secretary after four years in the position. 
Carol has made a significant contribution to 
the Club during this time, introducing many 
systems that have improved the way our 
Club functions. Carol has now taken up the 
position as Club Registrar. Keith van der 
Pennen has taken over as Secretary. Marie 
Pearce has become Editor of the Branch 
newsletter, taking over from Lee Rodda. 
Lee Rodda and John Bull were co-editors 
of Southern Spirit for some years, until 
John’s passing on October 10th 1996. Lee 
carried on as Editor for some time after 
John’s death. Over a period of time Lee has 
become increasingly busy, making it dif- 
ficult for him to find the time to devote to the 
production of the newsletter. Lee will con- 
tinue as a valuable committee member, to 
the delight of all on the committee. The 
Acting President was elected President. 

Ray Zeffert has spent a great deal of 
time exploring some new venues for 
events, whilst retaining some of the old 
favourites. It has been pleasing to see a 
steady increase in numbers participating in 
events. The most popular being The Green 
Man Inn, a country pub at Ashbourne. The 
old building dates back to 1866 and was 
restored as a restaurant a few years ago, 
purveying fine food, ales and wine. 

Our Concours, which could best be 
described, very wet and soggy, was held at 
Glen Ewin Cellars, the property of members 
Bill & Wendy Wauchope. All who attended 
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were appropriately attired — well rugged 
up! The large majority were in good spirits 
and still managed to enjoy the day, in spite 
of the weather. One member noted, this 
was a typical English day. We immediately 
felt considerably better! 

Our Annual Weekend Event is gaining 
in popularity. It was held at Moonta in Oc- 
tober last year. This event was very well 
organised by Henry Slater. A Tour of the 
Moonta Mine Museum revealed the harsh 
conditions in the mine and the often tragic 
lives of the miners and their families. A 
Sunday run from Adelaide was also or- 
ganised to join the weekend participants at 
Moonta for a Luncheon at the Shaft Steak 
House Restaurant. 

The Annual Christmas Picnic, held on 
the lawns of Carrick Hill, was well attended. 
23 cars parked in a semi-circle, made an 
impressive sight. Members of the public, 
who were visiting this historic mansion on 
the day, were delighted to see so many 
Rolls-Royce motor cars together, ranging 
from the magnificent 1911 Silver Ghost 
Charles Wright Brougham The Dreamer, to 
the more modern day Silver Spur II. The 
large trees provided a canopy for the mem- 
bers, where they set up their tables and 
chairs to enjoy their picnic lunch and cham- 
pagne. 

Some members left the Branch, due 
mainly to the sale of their cars and one 
member moved interstate. However, on the 
positive side we have two new members. 

Preparation for the 2001 Federal Rally 
— The Blue Lake Rally—is well under way. 
Rory Poland, Ray Zeffert and myself 
travelled to Mount Gambier in February to 
try and arrange as much of the 2001 
Federal Rally as possible. The people of 
Mount Gambier and surrounding districts 
were extremely helpful and only too willing 
to assist us. The result is that much of the 
work in arranging venues, catering, etc. has 
been organised. 

| would like to thank the committee for 
their continued hard work throughout the 
year. | would also like to thank the many 
other members who have made valuable 
contributions to the club during the year. 


Alan Pearce, 
Branch President 


Victoria 


The last year for the Victoria Branch has 
been a most enjoyable and steady year, 
with no major developments or changes to 


the committee, calendar, membership or 
operation of the club. Plans at the interna- 
tional level continue to firm up for the 2004 
Federal Rally in Victoria, which will be an 
integral leg in the large around-the-world 
rally to celebrate the centenary of The Com- 
pany. The International body has now 
ratified the dates proposed, although they 
cannot accept an East-West Overlander to 
Perth, after the Federal Rally in Victoria, 
due to time restraints to get the cars to 
Europe in time for the planned events there. 
Peter Lind (from the U.S.A.) has organised 
with a tour company in Sydney, (Trans 
World Events), to prepare a proposal for a 
tour to travel from India to Europe, by ship- 
ping cars from Melbourne at the conclusion 
of the Federal Rally. The information about 
this tour has been sent to all Branches so 
that all Australian members can have the 
opportunity to participate. This tour will not 
proceed if TWE do not receive at least 25 
responses, with deposit, by 31/12/00. 

Membership and car numbers within the 
Victoria Branch have remained fairly static, 
and attendance at rallies, meetings and 
other special functions is fairly consistent. 
Asub-committee has been formed to inves- 
tigate venues and options for the Branch to 
have its own club rooms. 

Apart from many interesting speakers at 
General Meetings, the most outstanding 
meeting was the one held in March this year 
at the Melbourne Grand Prix, generously 
hosted by Tattersalls, amongst a huge col- 
lection of very interesting cars. Guest 
speakers included Sir Stirling Moss, and 
leading young Bathurst driver, Cameron 
McConville, and an attendance of 240 
members and friends enjoyed this once-in- 
a-lifetime opportunity. Our annual January 
summer outdoor meeting was this year held 
at Dight's Falls on the Yarra, close to the 
Melbourne CBD, and was very well at- 
tended as usual. 

The Branch had many successful 
monthly outings including another well at- 
tended visit to Ken Russell's stylish proper- 
ty with interesting garage and car collection 
(when he gave a driving demonstration in 
his oldest Stanley Steamer), a visit to the 
splendid historic homestead, ‘Dalvui’, of 
Peter Habersberger near Camperdown, as 
well as our annual Concours, which also 
offers many other attractions. Other enjoy- 
able picnic outings visited the Pine Ridge 
Museum at Arthur's Seat, The Briars at 
Mount Martha, and the Lilydale Airfield. 

A full house attended our annual winter 
luncheon, together with friends from the 
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ANNUAL REPORTS of the BRANCHES (continued) 


Jaguar Car Club, at Wellers Restaurant, 
Kangaroo Ground. The mid-year Annual 
Dinner was held at Rivers Receptions over- 
looking the Yarra, where some of the or- 
ganisers went to great lengths to try and 
comply with the request of one of our mem- 
bers who wished to be seated at the same 


table as Prince Charles. Our Christmas Din- 
ner was held at the MCG, the home of 
Melbourne sport and major events. Another 
successful mid-week evening ‘cruise night’ 
was held in perfect weather, where all par- 
ticipants managed to arrive at the ‘Reef & 
Beef’ restaurant location in Wantirna. 


The garage visits continued with visits to 
those of Albert Blashki and David Jones. 
The quarterly ladies’ luncheons have now 
become a regular part of the Branch calen- 
dar. 

Robin Hickman, 
Branch Secretary 


OBITUARY 


Charles Patrick Kane-White (1918 - 2000) 


Charles Patrick Kane-White was born, of course, on St. 
Patrick’s Day, March 17th, 1918. He passed away after a long 
illness on May 4th, 2000. He spent the last two years of his long 
life in care and the final three weeks in hospital. In the cir- 
cumstances, his passing was a blessing, a merciful release from 
pain and suffering. 

Patrick’s life may easily be divided into three phases — his 
early life and schooling in England, his move to Australia and 
war service in the Royal Australian Navy, and his property 
occupancy, Rolls-Royce ownership and involvement with the 
marque. 

Patrick’s father, Charles, died when Patrick was eleven and 
his mother, Alys, some years later. Patrick attended Bedford 
Modern School as a boarder. He completed his schooling and 
worked briefly for the De Havilland Aircraft Company in the 
drawing office. Because his parents were deceased, the family 
felt that Patrick, his brother Tony and sister Beth should move 
to Australia where an aunt lived, in Adelaide. He obtained 
employment in the administration of Elders Limited and on the 
outbreak of war joined the Royal Australian Navy as an Ordi- 
nary Seaman. Promotion came quickly after becoming an Able 
Seaman. He was selected for officer training, specialising in 
anti-submarine warfare, subsequently becoming Lieutenant 
then First Lieutenant on an elderly gunship Scout. The motto of 
Scout, not surprisingly, was “Be Repaired” (!) and she spent 
most of the War patrolling the Indian Ocean. The highlight of 
this period occurred when Earl Mountbatten came aboard and 
had tea in the Ward Room, announcing on his departure that 
“Kane White provided the best cup of tea in the Bay of Bengal”. 

At the conclusion of hostilities Patrick returned to Australia 
aboard HMAS Shropshire, visiting Adelaide for three days on 
the way to Sydney. He had time to see his family and to purchase 
his first Rolls-Royce, 20 h.p. GRK81 with Barker ‘Carrosserie 
Transformable’ coachwork. He loved this car dearly and drove 
it at breakneck speed for the next 52 years and approximately 
half a million miles! In it, he visited Sydney 12 times and 
Adelaide 37 times from Melbourne. 


Patrick moved to Melbourne in the early 50s and purchased 
an old house in Toorak. He then moved to an even older house 
in Auburn, then to Paisley Street, South Yarra and finally to a 
house that was in the final stages of disintegration in Avoca 
Street, South Yarra. Although he always intended to “do it up”, 
he never actually got around to it, despite collecting huge 
amounts of second-hand timber, which he stored in all parts of 
the house, for this purpose. Patrick was very good at selecting 
houses that appreciated enormously during his occupancy. It 
wasn’t that he did anything constructive to them, despite good 
intentions. It was just that the land they stood on (albeit shakily) 
became extremely valuable to others. 

The Avoca Street house was fascinating to visit. The slate 
roof was in very bad shape and rain was a major problem — 
after any opening of the heavens it was a real test to visitors 
dodging the buckets and other receptacles stategically placed to 
catch what often amounted to more than mere drips! On one 
occasion, a section of ceiling came crashing down, narrowly 
missing the upstairs tenant. 

Patrick’s drawing room contained his desk, telephone, 
television, and almost everything else that one could think of. It 
was always totally out of control and almost impossible for 
anyone, including Patrick, to find anything! The dining room 
was said to be his workshop, but it was impossible to work in it 
as it was full of building materials, Rolls-Royce parts and tools, 
packing cases, etc. It only had one wandering dark pathway 
through it and one had to careful to avoid becoming a ‘missing 
person’! 

Patrick was a dedicated enthusiast of all matters Rolls- 
Royce. In his life-time he owned four Rolls-Royce cars in going 
order as well as a couple of incomplete chassis. The going cars 
were his Barker Twenty GRK8 1, 20/25 Hooper cabriolet de ville 
GWP36, Silver Ghost Park Ward utilty (ex-tourer) 32LM, and 
Bentley R-type B173TO. He was Federal President of the Club 
in 1963/64 and Victoria Branch President in 1966/67. In 1969 
he was made an Honorary Life Member for his services to the 
Club. He organised the accommodation for several Federal 
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Charles Patrick Kane-White 


Rallies while serving on the Victoria 
Branch Committee with meticulous at- 
tention to detail. It was said that if a Rally 
entrant wanted two beds for his children, 
one in a north-south direction and the 
other east-west, Patrick would arrange it, 
even if he had to spend hours in its 
achievement! 

In 1963, when the Victoria Branch 
organised a public showing of members’ 
cars at Kellow-Falkiner’s showroom in 
Melbourne to celebrate the centenary of 
Sir Henry Royce’s birth, Patrick 
produced a pamphlet entitled Sir Henry 
Royce (after extensive, careful research) 
which was widely distributed and is still 
regarded by many as a definitive, ac- 
curate and concise account of the life of 
the great man. Although Patrick, like 
most of us, never actually met Sir Henry, 
Tom Clarke has reminded me that his 
passing has one significant aspect for one 
who regarded both Rolls and Royce with 
respect and admiration — he died on the 
anniversary of Sir Henry’s first meeting 
with Charles Stewart Rolls on May 4th, 
1904 at the Midland Hotel in 
Manchester! 

Patrick was Editor of the Victoria 
Branch Newsletter for many years and all 
his newsletters were carefully presented 
and error-free — all but one! Osmond 
Rivers (former Chief Designer at 
Hooper’s) had delivered a lecture to the 
Club on coachbuilding in which he had 
described the practice of “sham caning”. 
Patrick, apparently unfamiliar with this 
feature, reported in the next Newsletter 
that Mr Rivers was an advocate of 
“champagning”, which of course he may 
well have been though he certainly didn’t 
admit it in his lecture! 

Patrick was a kindly and warm- 
hearted man and he often offered 
hospitality and even long-term accom- 
modation to his many acquaintances in 
Victoria, inter-state and overseas. He has 
willed to the Sir Henry Royce Founda- 
tion all that remains of his Rolls-Royce 
artifacts and memorabilia, given to him 


by his great friend Jack Vidler (VIr) after 
the latter’s retirement from Rolls-Royce 
Ltd. These should be of great value to 
future generations of enthusiasts and res- 
torers. 

I can only recall one major issue on 
which Patrick and I did not agree, and 
that was the ‘Bentley Question’ as it be- 
came known. It is hard to believe now 
that in the mid-1960s a significant 
proportion of the Victorian membership 
would not agree to proposed changes to 
the Federal Constitution to allow Bentley 
owners equality within the Club with 
Rolls-Royce owners! Patrick was one of 
these but with much persuasion he 
changed his mind and later acquired a 


Bentley R-type. 

Although he spent most of his life in 
Australia, Patrick remained a very proper 
Englishman — upright and true to his 
high principles. He served his adopted 
country through World War II and then 
served the Club with distinction, par- 
ticularly in its formative years. 

Patrick was a great character and I 
guess that there are not too many like 
him. I will always be proud that he was 
my friend and that his friendship never 
waned despite our different lives and dis- 
tant locations. Along with all of his other 
friends, I will miss him deeply in the 
future years. 

Jim Kelso (N.S.W.) 
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1999 (2000 Model Year) Bentley Arnage Red Label (SCBLC32E8YCH04 107). In this model the genuine 6,750 c.c. Rolls-Royce V-8 engine replaces 
the BMW V-8 originally fitted to the Bentley Arnage. The BMW-engined version is now called the Green Label, but an overwhelming preference 
for the Rolls-Royce engine means that the Green Label will probably be quietly discontinued, if it hasn't been already. With the traditional engine, 
turbocharged of course, the Arnage Red Label delivers fantastic performance and once again feels like a true Bentiey. Photo by Allan Simpson. 


HIGHWAY TO THE 
MILLENNIUM 


Thea and I decided long ago not to 
attend the 2000 Rally at Surfers 
Paradise. There were many reasons: 
too far to go for a weekend, Surfers 
Paradise is not our scene, the cows will 
be calving and, of course, the cost for 
the short time away. But some rela- 
tions and friends had other ideas. Two 
long time Queensland friends asked us 
to stay, my cousin in Coffs Harbour and 
cousins in Sydney likewise and then 
the Allseps asked us to accompany 
them to stay at Ballina on the way. All 
said why not turn it into a holiday? — 
why not indeed! So the decision is 
made; we go! 

First essential — someone to look 
after the farm, and having obtained the 
services of a suitable retired farmer (at 
some cost) planning started in earnest. 

Second essential — proper 
transport. Our very faithful and reli- 
able Bentley R-type (B130XF), which 


Sy) «The 42nd Annual Federal Rally 


' Surfers Paradise, Queensland, April 14th - 17th 


By David Cornish (Vic.) 


has been our pride and joy for over 26 
years looked like setting off interstate 
once again; but we had often thought 
how nice it would be to have air con- 
ditioning, power steering, more modern 
brakes, etc. It so happened that during 
November 1999 we had come across a 
very low mileage Bentley T (SBH7104) 
— the problem, apart from negotiating 
its purchase, was that it had not been 
started for two years and in the eight 
years prior had travelled less than 
3,800 miles. 

We all know that non-use causes 
problems and this proved to be the 
case. The story of its mechanical res- 
toration to obtain a Roadworthy Certifi- 
cate is far too involved to tell here, but 
over 90 hours of labour was expended 
to get the car on the road — the date 
April 5th. The fact that we were able to 
drive the car to Queensland was due 
solely to the wonderful effort, made 


under time constraints, put in by Rob 
Chapman, and we both thank him for 
his interest and professionalism. 

April 6th was spent in Melbourne 
having a new sound system fitted and 
we returned to Benalla on the 7th. The 
8th was spent arranging farm matters 
with our relief and at 6.30 a.m. the next 
morning we left for the Rally. 

There was just no time to check any 
details or to do any fine tuning. 


Sunday April 9th 


Even at 6.20 a.m. the weather 
looked promising and so, with great 
faith and some hope (even a little ap- 
prehension), we headed north. 

As the car is an English-delivered 
one, with 9:1 compression ratio, I was 
advised to use the new Shell Optimax. 
However, after filling at Albury no more 
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Many Silver Ghosts that began life with formal coachwork are today fitted with more sporting body styles such as tourers. 
In fact, it is probably fair to say that the majority of surviving Ghosts are now tourers, regardless of whether or not they 
were originally. 1997, owned by David Jones (Vic.), is a rare example of the opposite — the chassis starting out with Barker 
tourer coachwork but restored by Eric Rainsford with the open-fronted limousine coachwork which it now carries. Eric built 
most of this luxurious body in the style of Barker, using some original Barker framing and fittings (including coachbuilder's 


plates) salvaged from a Barker body from an unknown chassis. It now has David's inimitable finish. 


1997: Graham Mead (U.K.) at the wheel. 
Graham, who owns several early Silver 
Ghosts, is well known to many members here. 


1997: nearside of engine. 


1997: driving compartment Cc 


‘ont 


so eas % 
rols and fittings. 


1997: Rolls-Royce Ltd chassis number plate 
attached to the lid of the trembler coil box. 
There was always a duplicate plate on the 
outside of the firewall (see below left). 
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Silver Ghosts at the Federal Concours, from left to right: 62FW (Graham & Dorothy Singer, Qld. ), 3PK (Graham & Barbara 
Mead, U.K.), 21AG (Michael & Cherry! Fraser, Qid.), 51TG (Bob Walton, N.S.W.). 


aa. 


62FW: controls and instruments. 


drive this car long distances — as Ghosts were meant to be. 


| 1923 Twenty (67H8) owned by Brad & Jill Page (Qid.). Tourer coachwork by Peel's Ltd of South Brisbane, the only body 
built by that firm for a Rolls-Royce chassis. Winner of the Best Pre-War Car and Australian Coachwork Trophies. 


3-00 3551 


Ee Fs 


Our Federal President's 1926 Twenty (GOK 74). The light and close-coupled ‘Skiff’ coachwork was designed and built (by 
Roger Fry) specifically to suit George’s driving of these cars. Your Editor has yet to see a more competent or accomplished 
20 h.p. driver. Winner of Class 3 in the Concours, after being driven up from Melbourne. 


GOK74: the characteristic Rolls-Royce 
switchbox. 


GOK74: the perfect harmony of man and machine. The Twenty’s reputation as a ‘gutless wonder’ 
is comprehensively demolished by George Forbes and GOK74. Mind you, George has owned 
this car since his teen years, at first with 1930s saloon body, and therefore knows it rather well! 


GOK74: Marchal (French) headlamp. - 


GOK74. controls and instruments, floorboards removed for the judges. 


1927 Phantom | (95RF) owned by Pat Browne (Qid.). The open coachwork sh 
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iown is a modern adaptation of the Martin & 


King saloon body that replaced the original Spencer Bros (Adelaide) coachwork in 1935. Photo by Robert Wright (Qid.). 


supplies of this fuel were available, so 
we switched to BP Super Unleaded. 
There was no discernible difference in 
the performance, but we lost 3 m.p.g. 
on the reduced octane fuel. 

Our first day proved quite enjoyable: 
the sun shone brightly and the car ran 
‘like a bird’ (and yes, we even used the 
air conditioning). Stops were made at 
Holbrook for morning tea, at Yass for 


lunch, at Carlingford for fuel, at 
Hawkesbury River for morning tea, and 
we arrived at Raymond Terrace at 5.30 
p.m. — 528 miles for the day. 


Monday April 10th 


A day equally enjoyable weather- 
wise, with stops at Taree for breakfast, 
Coffs Harbour for lunch, Maclean for 
afternoon tea and a 5.30 p.m. arrival at 


Ballina. 375 miles for the day. 


Tuesday April 11th to Thursday April 13th 


These days were spent in and 
around Ballina with trips to Lismore 
and surrounding areas. 


Friday April 14th 


Off to the Rally in company with Bill 
& Jean Allsep. Our first stop was at a 


1929 Phantom II Jackson, Jones & Collins limousine (120XJ), owned by David & Linda Neely (N.S.W.). Photographed on the Mt Tamborine Tour 


phase of the Rally by John Filler (A.C.T.). 
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1935 20/25 Thrupp & Maberly fi 
transport (at least for rear compartment passengers). Photos this page by Alex Maitland. 


delightful spot overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean — Hastings Point. The view was 
superb and the morning tea welcome. 
From here it is only a hop, step and a 
jump to Surfers Paradise, where on our 
arrival we settled in at the Sun City 
Resort in a unit arranged for ourselves 
and the Allseps by our fellow Victoria 
Branch members Rob & Rhonda Ward. 
Very comfortable accommodation it 
was, too. 

It was then off to Rally Headquarters 
at the Marriott (just across the road) to 
check in, meet familiar faces and ob- 
tain the Goody Bag. The latter was a 
lovely surprise — the little clock adorns 
the desk in my study and the coffee pot 


GLG74: neat, clean and well maintained engine and ancillaries. 


is already in the picnic set. We returned 
to our ‘digs’ to change and smarten up 
and we were soon back at the Marriott 
for the Poolside Welcoming Party. 
Much chat and much catching up 
between those whose paths had not 
crossed since the 41st Rally at 
Canberra. 

A special event added to the interest 
of the evening when Jeanne Eve 
launched her book Rallying in a Royal 
Rolls-Royce, her personal account of 
the Peking to Paris Motor Challenge. 
Many copies were sold. 


Saturday April 15th 


There was a change to the pro- 


very comfortable 


gramme we had not been accustomed 
to at Federal Rallies over recent years, 
with the day given over to your choice 
of activity. Two were arranged, or you 
could choose to visit local attractions 
etc. Abus tour of the Gold Coast sights 
and the hinterland was offered, or 
a Self Drive Tour to Tamborine 
Mountain. 

Thea and I booked for the latter and 
so with Eric & Jean Hayman as pass- 
engers we joined the other 21 cars and 
set off, following Alan Fife who very 
capably hosted the entire day’s events. 
In addition, we were supplied with a 
detailed instruction sheet with dist- 
ances in both miles and kilometres. It 


GLG74: during judging. 
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2000 Federal Concours d’Elegance, 
Robina Town Centre, 16th April 


Class 1 Silver Ghost 
(The Silver Ghost Trophy) 


Class 2 Phantoms | and Il 


Class 3 20 h.p. and 20/25 


(Trophy presented by David & Diana Jones) 


Class 4 25/30, Phantom Ill, Wraith 
(Trophy presented by the South Australian Branch) 
@ 


Class 5 Derby Bentley 


Class 6 Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Phantom IV 


Class Winners 


Not awarded 


Not awarded 


George Forbes (Vic.) 1926 Twenty 


Roger Fry skiff, GOK74 


No Entries 


No entries 


Not awarded 


(Trophy presented by the New South Wales Branch) 


Class 7 Bentley Mk VI and R-Type 


Class 8 Silver Cloud, Bentley S Series, Phantom V 


(The Silver Cloud Trophy) 


Class 9 Silver Shadow, Bentley T Series and derivatives 


(The Silver Shadow Trophy) 


Class 10 Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne and derivatives 


(The Silver Spirit Trophy) 


was a delightful day weatherwise and 
the convoy progressed with all enjoying 
the vistas as they unfolded until we 
paused at a lookout spot to take in the 
spectacular views of the valley below. A 
stop at a winery for cheese and wine 
tasting and a talk on the finer points of 
their vintage, after which we motored 
through some lovely forest scenery to 
Gallery Walk at Eagle Heights for 
lunch. The village provided many 
eating places and much choice of fare. 

As I was in camp at the Jungle 
Training School at Canungra during 
the War, we left the main tour after 
lunch and visited the town of Canungra 
and the present Army Camp — both 
much changed. We also drove down the 
steep Mount Tamborine road where, 
over 50 years ago, recalcitrant soldiers 


Peter Barrow (Qlid.) 1951 Bentley Mk VI, B162MD 


Allan & Beverley Simpson (N.S.W.) 1960 Silver Cloud II 


lwb saloon with division, LCB56 


Highly commended: 


Eric & Betty Hart (N.S.W.) 1979 Silver Shadow Ii, SRH36642 


James Chung (S.A.) 1980 Corniche 
Mulliner Park Ward Convertible, DRH50536 


Highly commended: 


Earl Taylor (Qid.) 1990 Bentley Turbo R, BRL32446 


Dina Browne (Qld.) 1990 Bentley Turbo R, BRL32794 


were required to march with full packs 
and rifle, up and back after tea at night. 
Officially it was known as the 
‘defaulters’ parade’. 

From a suggestion of Jean Hayman 
we decided to visit O'Reillys in the 
Lamington National Park. The road is 
winding, very narrow and single lane in 
many places, but the forest is full of 
lofty, noble trees, vines and other sub- 
tropical plants. Don't be in a hurry 
though, the 22 miles from Canungra to 
O’Reillys took 50 minutes. The area is 
famous for the crash in the McPherson 
Range of the Stinson airliner VH-UHH 
in February 1937 where it was found 
by Bernard O'Reilly with two survivors 
eleven days later. Six were killed on 
impact and another died later while 
going for help. The story of the search 


and of the O'Reilly families taking up 
their bush blocks (and later estab- 
lishing a guest house) is well told in a 
book by Bernard O'Reilly titled Green 
Mountains. We recommend it to any 
person interested in the life of our early 
pioneers. 

We returned to Surfers Paradise and 
as we did not book in for the Dinner 
Cruise (it was excellent — Ed.), we 
walked with the Haymans and Peter & 
Joyce Cox to a fine restaurant nearby 
and enjoyed a quiet and pleasant eve- 
ning. 


Sunday April 16th 

Concours Day. We set off with Rob 
& Rhonda Ward as passengers to as- 
semble at Mackintosh Island Park (pit 
lane for the Indi 500 races) where 
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Australian Coachwork Trophy 


for the best car with Australian-built coachwork 


Post-War Coachbuilt Trophy 
for the best post-war coachbuilt car 


Sir Henry Royce Foundation Trophy 
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Brad Page (Qid.) 1923 Twenty 
Peel tourer, 67H8 


Martin Glynn (Qld.) 1960 Bentley Continental S2 
H.J. Mulliner Flying Spur saloon, BC14AR 


Barrie & Margaret Gillings (N.S.W.) 


for excellence following the ideals of Sir Henry Royce 


Frank Cove Trophy 


Russell Leitch (Qld.) 


for the most significant contribution to the organisation 


of the Federal Rally 


Bentley Trophy 
for the best Bentley 


Best Pre-War Car 
(presented by R.A. McDermott & Co.) 


Best Post-War Car 
(York Motors Trophy) 


The Company Trophy 
for the Best Restoration of the Year 


E.J.Vidler Shield 
for Age and Authenticity 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd Trophy 
for the best car in the Masters’ Class 


Overall Winner 
of the Concours d'Elegance 


drivers were met and provided with 
excellent parking instructions and 
detailed maps etc. for the trip to Robina 
Town Centre. We give the organisers 
top marks for the excellent positioning 
of guides (equipped with arrowed R-R 
signs) to assist us interstaters in find- 
ing our way safely. The weather proved 
quite hot and as we waited in several 
long queues to make turns we certainly 
appreciated that Air Conditioning! 

The Robina Town centre is a huge 
shopping centre surrounded by large 
grass areas where we formed up as 
directed, with the cars to be judged 
parked on a special lawn next to the 
Centre. 

Many eating establishments meant 
the choice was difficult — however, we 
succumbed to one and ordered our 
lunch from a variety of pizzas. Our 


Major Trophies 


Ed & Rena Barnum (N.S.W.) 1936 Bentley 41% Litre 
H.J. Mulliner saloon, B151GP 


Brad Page (Qld.) 1923 Twenty 
Peel tourer, 67H8 


Michael Donoghue (Qld.) 1953 Bentley R-type, B315SP 


Ed & Rena Barnum (N.S.W.) 1936 Bentley 41% Litre 
H.J. Muiliner saloon, B151GP 


David Jones (Vic.) 1912 Silver Ghost 
Rainsford open drive limousine, 1997 


No entries 


David Jones (Vic.) 1912 Silver Ghost 
Rainsford open drive limousine, 1997 


Right: The Jones family proudly displaying their 
Concours Trophies, from left to right: Rena 
Barnum, Diana Jones, Ed Barnum, David Jones. 
Rena is David's sister. Photo by Jim Kelso. 


party consisted of ourselves, Rob & 
Rhonda Ward, Ellen Bailie, and Brian 
& Margaret Lowther. Most of the shops 
in the complex were open and so the 
ladies did much window and other 
shopping. 

The Concours cars looked immacu- 
late, particularly David & Diana 
Jones’s 40/50 h.p. (1997), which was 
judged Overall Winner. Our choice was 
the Bentley Mulsanne S, which Thea 
has now suggested should be our next 
car. 

We returned independently, and 
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1936 Bentley 4% Litre (B151GP) owned by Ed & Rena Barnum (N.S.W.). The very pretty saloon coachwork is the work of 
H.J. Mulliner & Co. Some members may remember this car at the 1996 (Wollongong) Federal Rally with the right-hand 


half finished and the left side still in bare timber framing (see P.4-96, p.2775). Now finished, it won the Bentley Trophy and 
the Company Trophy for the Best Restoration. 


B151GP: front end jewellery’. 


— : ~~ i ; . 
B151GP: the 4,257 c.c. overhead valve engine. Note the twin S.U. carburetters 
that distinguishes this Bentley engine from that of the Rolls-Royce 25/30. 


8151GP: door furniture and hardware. 


B151GP: controls and instrumentation, including a rev counter to the far right of 
the fascia. 
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1951 Silver Wraith Park Ward saloon (WOF29), owned by Don & Deann O'Donoghue (Qld.). This body style (design 


number 144), being a six-light design (i.e., three windows on each side) with roomy rear compartment and ample luggage 
capacity, lends itself particularly well to touring with four up. Introduced in 1949, design number 144 saw the large scale 
adoption of Silver Dawn type built-in headlamps on the Silver Wraith in place of the more usual R. 100s. 


WOF29: indicative of the infinite variety seen in coachbuilt bodies, even within otherwise 
standardised designs, is the non-standard instrument layout of this car. Normally the 
speedometer is right in the centre of the fascia, but is placed more conveniently in front of the 
driver on this example. 


Left: the unusual and beautifully- 
crafted door pulls of WOF29. 


WOF29: picnic tables and folding footrests 
behind the adjustable bench-type front seat. 
Note that the tables are leather-covered on 
their outside faces. 


1953 Bentley R-type (B23UL), owned by Bary Sparks (Qid.). The R-type standard steel saloon was arguably one of the 
most nicely proportioned of the post-war satandard bodies. As well as balancing its appearance, the longer boot (than 
that of the Mk VI) provided usefully better luggage capacity. ‘E’ series and later Silver Dawns shared this body style. 


met up next at the Marriott Hotel 
Grand Ballroom for the all-important 
Dinner. The whole evening was run to 
perfection by the capable Dina Brown 
AO and we were superbly looked after 
by the Hotel staff. 

Fred Haughtey (Queensland Branch 
President) welcomed us after the Loyal 
Toast proposed by Brian Brannelly. 
Another innovation was a toast 
proposed by Wallace Moorhouse “To 
the continuation of the ideals estab- 
lished by the Company's Founders”, 
with the response by Jeff Lau of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd, Singapore, con- 
cluding with a Toast to the Club. This 
was responded to by George Forbes, 
Federal President. 

Following the Presentation of 
Trophies we were invited to stay and 
view the full film taken by the TV crew 
during the day, of which some 90 
seconds only appeared on the evening 
news programme. Included in the 
broadcast segment were some nice 
shots of Peter Cox explaining the 
origins of the Club and its objects. It 
was a very enjoyable evening. 


Monday April 17th 


We returned to the Marriott for the 
Farewell Breakfast. People were com- 
ing and going, some with time to spare 
and others in a hurry. Many goodbyes 
as we all turned our thoughts to our 
travels for the day. 

As we were turning our trip into a 
holiday we headed north to Brisbane 
(travelling side by side with the Hender- 
son family along the way), where we 
had lunch with friends. we then headed 
for Chancellor Park (near Buderim) to 
stay with a High School pal as it was 
his 50th Wedding Anniversary. We had 
a great reunion and visited Caloundra, 
Buderim, Maroochydore and other in- 
teresting places. 

Returning to New South Wales we 
utilised the ‘new to us’ Gateway Bridge 
over the Brisbane River, thereby 
bypassing the city. It is a very high 
structure with a commanding view in 
all directions from the roadway at the 
top. 

Lunch was on the beachfront at 
Broadbeach and then we continued to 
Ballina. 

Up to this point the car had per- 
formed admirably but, alas, on Easter 
Monday it failed to proceed, due to 
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dead-ringer for his own B89TO, owned in the late 1960s: black, red interior, home market 
specification, manual gearbox... the lot! Winner of Best Post-War Car, no less, for owners Michael 
& Bernadette Donoghue (Q!Id.). Photo from Michael Donoghue. 


petrol pump failure, notwithstanding 
new points fitted and an extensive 
check-up. Rob Chapman air-freighted 
one up, so first problem overcome, but 
on the same day the voltage regulator 
gave up. This was a little harder to 
rectify, as a Suitable replacement for a 
Lucas one of the type originally fitted 
proved difficult to obtain. However, 
with the assistance of a retired auto 
electrician we were able to obtain a 
modern alternative in Lismore. Bill 
Allsep kindly provided the proper 


transport and so on a cold, wet and 
dark evening we proceeded slowly and 
finally returned with the desired unit. 
This was fitted next morning at 7.00 
a.m. and we left for southern parts at 
8.20 a.m. 

No more problems. SBH7104 has 
performed faultlessly ever since. yi 


More Rally photos on the following pages 


Photographs by the Editor except 
where otherwise acknowledged 


1967 Phantom V (5VF 159) owned by John Matheson & Jeanne Eve (N.S.W.). This is, of course, 
the famous Peking-Paris car, the subject of Jeanne’s fine book Rallying in a Royal Rolls-Royce 
(see review P.2-00, p.3519). Inset: the blue ‘police light’ that distinguishes cars for royal use. 
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H.d. Mulliner & Company's Flying Spur saloon is surely one of the most handsome of all post-war coachbuilt body styles. This example, on 1960 
Continental S2 chassis BC14AR is owned by Martin Glynn (Qid.) who enjoyed well-deserved success with it in the Concours, being awarded the 
Post-War Coachbuilt Trophy as well as Highly Commended in Class 8. Photo by Allan Simpson. 


BC 14AR: rear compartment showing individual seat squabs with very BC14AR: distinctive H.J. Mulliner door handle of a design first intro- 
neatly folded centre armrest, all unmistakably H.J. Mulliner. duced in 1950 and last used, unchanged, on the Corniche. 


BC14AR: this style of rear lamp fitting was used, with minor BC14AR: H.J. Mulliner's woodwork is also very distinctive. In the post-war period the 
variations, on certain Aston Martin and Alvis models, for _ firm often used walnut flame veneers rather than the more usual burr walnut. Flame 
example, as well as on several H.J. Mulliner designs on pattern veneers were taken from different parts of the tree, probably higher, away 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley chassis. from the roots. Note the custmary comprehensive instrumentation of Bentley Conti- 

Be nentals, including a revolution counter, with instruments deeply recessed on Mulliner 
cars. 


From March 1971 the Silver Shadow coach- 
built cars acquired their own distinctive model 
designation — Corniche — along with 
numerous specification upgrades. Above is 
1973 Corniche Convertible (DRH12233) 
owned by Roger & Margaret Gibson (Qid.) 
and below is 1980 Corniche Convertible 
(DRH50536) owned by James & Susan 
Chung (S.A.). Photos by Robert Wright (Qid.). 
A EYE Ad ; 


1960 Silver Cloud II long wheelbase saloon with division (LCB560 owned by Allan & Beverley 
Simpson (N.S.W.). With their four extra inches behind the centre pillar, these long wheelbase 
cars were, in the words of the contemporary brochures, “designed for the owner who requires 
a limousine car for business use, yet can be used as a saloon at other times”. 


Like earlier models, coachbuilt versions of the Silver Shadow and Bentley T Series became 
available soon after introduction of the models. These were built, in the main, by H.J. Mulliner, 
Park Ward Ltd, with a handsome two-door saloon and an equally impressive drophead coupé 
being offered. Above is 1970 Silver Shadow two-door saloon (CRH7998) owned by David & Jean 
Vann (Qid.) and kindly lent to your Editor for the Rally, while below left is a similarly-bodied 1967 
Bentley T (CBH2088) owned by Alastair & Janet Angas (S.A.). Lower photo by John Filler. 
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This brace of Bentley Turbo Rs shows the contrast between the painted radiator shell (standard) and the chrome-plated 
version (optional). Both are 1990 models. Nearest the camera is BRL32446 owned by Earl & Sondra Taylor (Qid.) and on 
the right is BRL32794 owned by Dina Browne (Qid.). BRL32794 also has chromed wheels and a winged-‘B’ mascot. 


PS 


Se 


BBN42058: beefy-lookin 


this 1992 Continental R. 


Above and below: the 1992 Bentley Continental R (BBN42058) of Keith Wherry & Marie Harland (N.S.W.). This superb 
two-door model, introduced in 1991, is still current but for how much longer? Below is Marie at the wheel. 
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2000 Model Year Bentley Arnage Red Label (SCBLC32E8YC: 


HOA 107). With the Rolls-Royce 6.75 li 


tre turbocharged V-8 engine backin the four-door 


car we once again have a Bentley saloon worthy of the name. Performance and handling are of a very high order indeed. 


The Bentley Arnage as it was meant to be 


By Martin Bennett 


At the recent Federal Rally I was offered a test drive ina 
new Bentley Arnage Red Label (SCBLC32E8YCH04107). The 
‘Red Label’ part of this model designation made the vital 
difference, and I accepted eagerly. 

For the benefit of those who are unsure what the difference 
is, the Arnage Red Label is a very different motor car from the 
earlier Arnage (latterly called the Arnage Green Label). The 
Green Label had a BMW engine that somehow did not 
represent the unique engineering that people expect in a 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley car. Once the BMW-engined models 
were introduced, the only models that continued to sell in 
any respectable numbers were those fitted with the Rolls- 
Royce V-8 engine (the two-door models). The advent of the 
Arnage Red Label means that a Rolls-Royce-powered four- 
door car is again available. The Rolls-Royce V-8 is, of course, 
an elderly design, first introduced in 1959, but it is also a 
highly capable one, being much more powerful than either of 
the two BMW engines still used by Crewe, with enormously 
greater torque at low rpm — or any rpm. It has even been 
reported that the Rolls-Royce V-8 is now ‘cleaner’ in exhaust 
emissions than the BMW engines, which makes nonsense of 
earlier claims that there was no choice but to turn to BMW 
for engines because the Rolls-Royce engine could not be made 
to comply with emission standards! The workforce at Crewe 
lovingly refer to their V-8 as “the old walloper”, and I can 
vouch for the fact that it certainly packs a wallop in this new 
model (as indeed it did in the Turbo R and other earlier 
models). After a brief period of being contracted out to 


Cosworth, “the old walloper” is again being built at Crewe. 

In this article I refer to the Green Label Arnage in the past 
tense because it is already clear that the Red Label model is 
quickly making it redundant, the BMW engines becoming a 
thing of the past — at least in Bentley cars, which are free of 
the influence of BMW and Rolls-Royce Ple (aero). Indeed, I 
was to learn soon after driving the Red Label, from a Crewe 
manager, that the number of orders for the BMW-engined 
Bentley Arnage received since the introduction of the Red 
Label amounted to a very small number indeed (more than 
one, I was told, but less than threel). 

My impressions of driving the Amage Red Label were 
overwhelmingly good. The car is extremely impressive by any 
standards. However, enthusiasts accustomed to the earlier 
models will notice the disappearance of some of the defining 
features of the marques. 

Firstly, although the interior still exudes that special look, 
smell and feel that no other car maker can emulate, it is 
difficult to escape a feeling that it somehow falls short of that 
of the Turbo R and other predecessors in a way that I can’t 
quite ‘put my finger on’. The comprehensive range of instru- 
ments with their ‘oatmeal’ faces certainly look impressive, 
though I'm not so sure about the chrome bezels around them. 
This particular example had the black lacquered ‘piano’ 
finish to its woodwork, which is of course a matter for 
individual purchasers to choose. The new air conditioning 
controls and certain other fascia switches also strike a jarring 
note. The disconcerting little plastic buttons with myopic 
pictograms appear to be straight from a BMW and are no 
substitute for the visual and tactile elegance inherent in the 
old switches — certainly one of the defining features that the 
Company used to proudly draw attention to, with complete 
justification, but now abandoned. 

Secondly, it is no coincidence that the accelerator pedal 
of a Silver Spirit is remarkably similar to that of a Silver 
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Ghost, along with that of all models in between, including 
post-1931 Bentleys. The very first thing I miss when driving 
cars of other makes is the smooth, progressive Roycean 
accelerator pedal. It has never been bettered, regardless of 
what the current crop of Crewe designers, probably influ- 
enced by Wolfsburg or Munich, may think. This new Bentley 
(presumably in common with the earlier Amage and the 
Silver Seraph) has a large plastic/rubber accelerator pedal 
that would not look out of place on an organ and feels stiff 
and ‘notchy’. As a result, I found it quite difficult to avoid 
either too little engine rpm or too much when manouvring. 
Perhaps it will ‘run in’ with time, but it will never look or feel 
like a Rolls-Royce pedal. 

Those observations aside, the car’s performance and the 
all-important manner of its performance leave absolutely 
nothing to be desired. In fact, the speed, acceleration, hand- 
ling and braking potential are all quite staggering. I say 
potential because on busy public roads there was no way of 
getting more than a tantalizing glimpse of the possibilities. 
Nevertheless, when you drive an Arnage Red Label, the car 
leaves little room for doubt that you are being propelled by 
the world’s best car engineering, even if its engine is more 
than 40 years old in origin. It also occurred to me that the 
car feels and sounds much the same as later versions of its 
forebear the Turbo R, which are sensational motor cars to 
drive. In fact though, the Amage is almost certainly better 
with its more modern suspension design and 65% stiffer body 
shell, even if any improvement went unnoticed at the speeds 
reached on the test run. 

Autocar magazine's report on the Arnage Red Label is very 
telling, not only in just how good this car is but also in terms 
of how significant an improvement it represents over the 
BMW-powered version (see box, right). 

To sum up: a magnificent motor car from a place from 
which few less-than-magnificent cars have ever emerged. The 
inescapable conclusion is that this is the Bentley Arnage as 
it should and could have been from the outset. The unseemly 
manner in which the sale of the Company was handled, the 
outcome of German ownership, and above all the bizarre deal 
that then saw the Rolls-Royce marque sold to the losing 
bidder, have combined to compromise, perhaps fatally, the 
perception of Britishness that is so vital to the Rolls-Royce 
marque. However, it is more likely that the Bentley will prove 
more resilient. Ironically, it is in the Bentley marque that we 
will see the last distinctive, recognisable Rolls-Royce engin- 
eering. Indeed, under the currently known plans, after 2002 
the only way for a Rolls-Royce enthusiast to purchase a new 
car embodying any authentic Rolls-Royce engineering will be 
to buy a Bentley from Crewe! 

Considered purely on its not inconsiderable merits, the 
Arnage Red Label should therefore prove as successful in 
terms of sales as its BMW-powered counterpart has been, 
well ... disappointing. 

I record my sincere thanks to Bruce Keown of Southport 
Motors and to Geoff Lau of Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor 
Cars Ltd (Singapore) for the opportunity to drive this super- 
lative motor car. 


Right: your Editor returning to the Gold Coast Federal Concours site after 
driving Bentley Arnage Red Label SCBLC32E8YCHO04107, accompanied 
by Jeff Lau of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. Photo by Robert Wright (Qid.). 
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AUTOCAR Says 


Crewe has achieved intoxicating results by pouring its well 
matured 6.75-litre blown engine into the updated Arnage. 


It is not stretching a point to say that the Red Label has no need 
of such excess (the high rom needed to reach top performance 
with the BMW-engined version). It isn’t that the top 2,000rpm of 
the rev range is a no-go area. Sport mode will take you there in 
exchange for a little more than half throttle. However, it’s a bit 
like teetering on a stoo! to reach a dusty bottle of rosé on the top 
shelf when the basement is crammed with rich, oaky, vintage 
reds. You don’t need tiptoes and fingertips. Satisfaction (and best 
speed) is stashed away in the cellar. It’s called 619 Ib/ft of torque. 
Nearly 7 litres of good-time pushrod V-8. One turbocharger. Big. 
Four hundred horsepower of the old stuff. 


The point is, slipping into a lower gear isn’t just unnecessary, it's 
counter-productive. Torque that sinks your spine deeply into the 
plump leather of the backrest is available from just a handful of 
revs. In top, the surge feels stronger and more sustained than 
anything the BMW-engined Arnage can muster in lower gears. 


The BMW bits (of the first Arnage) while undeniably effective, 
were unmistakable; they stamped their character on the car 
which was clearly at odds with Bentley's. High revs and an 
anodyne hum from under the bonnet really didn’t hack it if what 
you were used to was a gravelly growl and the sort of torque that 
would pull an oil rig. 


The scale and quality of acceleration it (the Red Label) serves 
up never stops feeling surreal and is deeply addictive, almost to 
the point of being overwhelming. It begins with a low, almost 
menacing rumble from under the bonnet ... By comparison, the 
BMW-engined Arnage feels and sounds frenetic... the Red Label 
can home in on its rump as if attached by elastic without ever 
having to wind on more than 4,000rpm. Apart from the accelera- 
tive forces involved, the experience is almost unimaginably laid 
back. In short, it’s a superior way of travelling and, as far as we're 
aware, unique. 


The best news for aficionados is that the Arnage is a much better, 
more homogenous car now that the badge on its engine matches 
the one on its bonnet. The beef, you might say, is back where it 
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There are obvious of echoes of the Silver Shadow and Bentley T Series 
in the current four-door body styling. This is no coincidence — Chief 
Stylist Graham Hull looked to John Blatchley’s designs for inspiration. 


Massive 18 inch alloy wheels. 


The heart of the Arnage Red Label is the traditional Rolls-Royce 


The current rounded styling is attractive and 
stylish. 


turbocharged V-8. With phenomenal power and — equally importantly 
— torque, it is also said to be ‘cleaner’ than the BMW engine, which is 
pretty amazing given that emissions standards were given as the 
reason for adopting BMW engines in Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars in 
the first place! 


A close-up look 


The red Bentley badge and laser-cut ‘matrix’ 
grille. 
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Poker dice explained 


Members were asked to suggest the 
purpose of Darren Overend’s “very attrac- 
tive little Rolls-Royce artifact’, an R-R- 
inscribed case containing five dice (P.6-99, 
p.3445). The picture brought to this writer a 
flood of memories. It is a set of poker dice, 
as used by people who like to gamble. 

Each die has, of course, six faces: there 
are nine black Clubs, ten red Diamonds, a 
blue Jack, a green Queen, a red King and 
a black Ace. In the standard game, stakes 
are put down, then all five dice are placed 
in acup and thrown by each of any number 
of players in turn. More excitable players 
usually utter, before throwing, some such 
invocation as “Baby needs a new pair of 
shoes"! Each player may remove one or 
more dice from what she/he throws and 
have a second throw to improve the poker 
hand. The best hand takes the money. 

Astute readers will realise that, unlike 
poker with cards, the only ‘hands’ that can 
be achieved are a pair, three of a kind, full 
house, four of a kind, five of a kind, anda 
straight. Inthe R-R set pictured, atleast one 
of the Aces has been replaced with a Rolls- 
Royce badge. It is probable that the other 
four also picture the badge. This is right and 
proper, as the Rolls-Royce is undeniably 
the Ace of Motor Cars. 

Barrie Gillings, 
New South Wales 


Editorial comment: Thanks are due to 
Barrie for recognising and identifying that 
item. Barrie’s letter was in fact considerably 
longer than that printed above, providing 
details of an interesting variant of the poker 
dice game. However, space constraints 
and the need to keep PRAECLARUM con- 
tent relevant to Rolls-Royce precluded its 
reproduction in full. — M.1.B. 


Rolls-Royce V-12 engines 


| had to take minor exception to your 
Editorial in April's PRAECLARUM where 
you describe the engine in the Phantom III 
as “Rolls-Royce’s only V-12 engine’. 

Firstly, | assume you are excluding the 
V-12 of the Silver Seraph as not being of 
R-R design. But without doubt the Merlin 
must take the honours as being R-R’s most 
famous V-12 engine, and probably its most 
notable engine of any type or size. You did 
refer to “driving behind” the engine, so | 
suppose this strictly rules out the Spitfire 
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Another look at the Rolls-Royce poker dice set owned by Darren Overend and identified by 
Barrie Gillings. Darren was advised by David M. King of New York that he has a similar set 
marked ‘Rolls-Royce Inc.’ for distribution in America (below). 


pilots, unless we include their taxiing. How- 
ever, | am sure these brave people would 
have had other more pressing things on 
their minds, such as trying to stay alive, to 
prevent them from simply enjoying the ride 
and the sound of the engine in front of them! 

While the later World War II Merlins 
developed around 2,300 bhp (somewhat 
more than the 200 or so of the PIll engine), 
| understand a current ‘hotted’ up Merlin 
installed in the Reno racer Dago Red 
delivers about 3,000 bhp. To use your own 
words, | am sure there would be nothing like 
sitting behind it, but perhaps you and | 
should stick to the more sedate Phantoms. 


David Wright, 
Victoria 


Editorial comment: / now realise that | 
should have written “Rolls-Royce’s only 
V-12 car engine”. | certainly did not intend 
to take away from the legendary achieve- 
ments of the Company's V-12 aero 
engines. The design of the Phantom Ill 
engine drew heavily on Derby’s aero engine 
practice and experience. It is not only be- 


cause the Silver Seraph's engine is not “of 
R-R design” that | disregarded it. It is also 
not of Rolls-Royce manufacture, nor is it 
even exclusive to a Rolls-Royce car. It can- 
not therefore be included in any discussion 
of Rolls-Royce engines. — M.1.B. 


New Zealand cars identified 


Regarding the article / still call QE2 
home (P.2.00), the Bentley Continental SC 
Trials car at Gilltraps, Auckland (p.3523) is 
BZW65004. The cars at the Southward 
Museum are: 

Twenty (not 20/25): GTM26; 

New Phantom: 100YC; 

Phantom V: 5VA15 
| saw these cars when visiting this fantastic 
museum in 1993. The staff were incredibly 
helpful. 

Steve Stuckey, 
Australian Capital Territory 


Editorial comment: Many thanks, Steve. | 
do not normally like to publish photographs 
of cars without their chassis numbers. | 
should have known that Steve would be 
able to help me with these! — M.1.B. 
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1923 Silver Ghost (88LK) Martin & King land- 
aulette with division. Body built 1928 as 
saloon and modernised over time. Leather to 
front, West of England Bedford Cord to rear, 
Tasmanian blackwood fiddleback woodwork, 
all in nice condition. Mechanically sound, oil 
filter and valve oilers fitted. Dual spark mag- 
neto fires two plugs per cylinder, battery igni- 
tion fires third plug. Runs and pulls very well, 
travels at 50 mph. A very lovely Ghost. 
$250,000. John Hunt 03-5982-2420 


1925 Bentley 3 Litre (1094) Red Label 
Speed model. James Pearce tourer in the 
style of Vanden Plas. Blue/black with brown 
upholstery. Recent engine rebuild - immacu- 
late. Vic. reg. no. YK-1053. $240,000. David 
Jones 03-9827-5683 (h) or FAX 03-9826-4183 


1926 Twenty (GZK21) Tony Robinson (U.K.) 
replica four-door tourer. Exquisite workman- 
ship complete with full set of tonneau covers, 
hood and side curtains. Low mileage, in 
excellent running order. $57,000. Graham 
Singer 07-3378-5970 


—_ . ~ i ee 
1934 Phantom Il (173RY) Park Ward Con- 
tinental touring saloon. The last of the cars 
delivered new to the historic Hunter Valley 
property ‘Tocal’. Original and very sound 
throughout. Recent new pistons, camshaft, 
followers, main bearings, brake linings, 
kingpins, tyres. 4th owner 22 years. $110,000 
o.n.o. Max Houston 02-4373-1277 (w) 
02-4373-1052 (h) 
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1935 Bentley 31% Litre (B66FB) chassis only. 
Restoration 60% complete. New undertrays 
to radiator and engine, new exhaust, rhf 
mudguard and five new tyres. Too much work 
to list, all by Roger Fry. $45,000 o.n.o. Nathan 
Clements 08-9144-8279 (6.00 am to 6.00 pm 
W.A. time) 08-9144-8347 (after 6.00 pm) 


1936 Bentley 41% Litre (B201HM) Gurney 
Nutting pillarless coupé. One of only three on 
this chassis. Restored at a cost of $85,000. 
Only for sale due to purchase of R-type Conti- 
nental. Pre-war Bentley cars of this calibre are 
rarely available. $110,000 or sensible offers. 
Paul Samuels 02-4862-2048 


REL of va ats 


oe 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B148MD) Good condi- 
tion, drives very well. Cocktail cabinet in rear 
of driver's seat. Ideal Club car. $22,500. Barry 
Sparks 07-3865-3062 (business hours) 


1955 Bentley S1 (B424AN) This genuine car 
could be made into a very desirable vehicle. 
Tools and handbook available. $20,000 
neg. Barry Sparks 07-3865-3062 (b.hours) 


\ sp 


1979 Silver Wraith Il (LRH36157) Cardinal 
Red with black hide. Delivered new to HRH 
Princess Margaret. 55,000 miles. Immaculate 
condition. A superb proper motor car. 
$68,000. Boyd Rasmussen 07-4151-4067 
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Cars For Sale 


1958 Silver Wraith (HLW48) long wheei- 
base H.J. Mulliner 7-passenger limousine. 
Commonwealth government Vice-regal and 
‘Royal’ car unti! 1993. Pinnacle of the R-R 
range. Only 31 of this body design built. Fitted 
with ‘police’ light, mounts for Royal Standard, 
flag masts, Chauffeur’s Handbook, R-R- 
installed air conditioning, extensive break- 
down kit, four extra tyres, fitted dust cover. 
61,000 miles. Reg. no. RR-1958 (Vic.). A 
unique part of Australian motoring history. 
$140,000. Peter Habersberger 03-9576-0021 
(w) 03-9827-3830 (h) 0429-14-8771 (mobile) 
pghabers@bigpond.com.au 


Se 


1981 Silver Spirit (ASBO3158) Old Ivory with 
red interior. Excellent all-round condition, 
genuine 48,000 miles. Suit enthusiast. Ideal 
wedding car. Ex-Hong Kong. $42,000 o.n.o. 
James Harwood 08-9641-1609 or FAX 
08-964 1-2417 


Parts For Sale 


Overdrive units available for all small horse- 
power Rolls-Royce and Bentley, pre-war and 
post-war models, $8,020 supplied only or 
$8,780 fitted. Power steering conversion kits 
available for all pre-1955 Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley models. Makes for ease of driving 
and parking, $7,530 supplied only or $8,180 
fitted. RH2569 headlight conversion kits 
(original R-R/B stock) to convert Silver 
Dawn/Silver Wraith/Mk VI/R-type to modern 8 
inch sealed beams, includes adaptor ring, 
chrome bevelled surround, light connection 
and screws, $300 per set. UR26508 spanner, 
Shadow series, $60; UE5081 spark plug 
socket, Shadow series, $85; 
UR14385/RF6613 adjustable spanners, Mk 
VI etc., $120; F51754 pre-war ‘C'-spanners, 
$250; UR3022 spring gaiters, SC/S series, 
$768; RE18342 new radiator including top 
and bottom tanks and fittings, Mk VI/R/Silver 
Dawn, $2,750; RE13412/3 six new connect- 
ing rods, Mk VI/R/Silver Dawn etc., or can be 
used to modify pre-war small h.p. cars, $300 
each or $1,500 set; leather resurrection oil, 
ideal for hard and tired leather, $59 per 450 
ml. bottle; badge bars, R-R and B types, 
includes two badge clips, $285 inc. postage 
in Australia; Pertronix ignition coils, Flame 
Thrower, extreme high performance coils, 
suit all post-war cars, faster start up, better 
performance, $85. Garrath Will, T K Motors, 
43 Chard Road, Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100. 
02-9938-1301 or FAX 02-9905-0260 
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Parts For Sale 


Pair of Edwardian ‘King of the Road’ self- 
generating acetylene headlamps in very 
good condition. Rod Hanson 03-9787-7992 
(h) 03-9783-8077 (w) 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley parts: mainly Silver 
Shadow, body and mechanical. Some parts 
for other models also available. See full- 
page advertisement in this edition of 
PRAECLARUM for full listing. J.G. Dare Pty 
Ltd. 03-9589-1516 or FAX 03-9589-5982 


Post-War Silver Ghost oil pump (offers) and 
incomplete distributor, $300; early Edwardian 
kingpins (NOS) with upper bushes, $275; 
some c.1911-12 Rudge-Whitworth wheel cap 
componentry, $200; complete set of wooden 
spokes for Edwardian Silver Ghost, part 
finished, in Tasmanian Mountain Ash, 
seasoned for almost 20 years, correct profile, 
$350 o.n.o.; Post-War Ghost clutch channel, 
(p/n F7119, or F7644?), $70; Edwardian air 
pump support section (p/n G1518) and Ec- 
centric Case (p/n C503), machined replicas 
made in U.K., $300 pair; Edwardian Auster 
brand folding rear seat screens x 2: large 
Silver Ghost style, timber frames for glass, in 
very good condition, but some work needed 
on mountings, correct ite for Silver Ghost, 
rare, especially in this condition, $1,400; 
slightly smaller similar period Auster rear 
screen which fits directly onto the back of the 
front seat, timber frame to glass, suit smaller 
Edwardian open car, $900; Marchal driving 
lamp, c.1930s, with original Marchal in- 
scribed lens and Grande portee inscribed on 
lens rim, complete, $175.; Rolls-Royce 'C’ 
Spanner (p/n F51754) $85; original 20/25 
mascot with cap, $750 o.n.o. All items plus 
freight. lan Irwin 02-6281-6925 (‘phone & 
FAX) 


2 new 650 x 19 tyres, $250 each. $500 the lot 
includes bonus offer of two used 650 x 19 
tyres with a few thousand kms left on them. 
Pat Browne 07-3870-3427 (‘phone & FAX) 


Heater tap/flap motors for SCII/III/S2/3 and 
Silver Shadow/T, new; Mk VI to S3 interior light 
switch (goes on centre pillar), new; S1 five-in- 
one instrument, excellent condition; SCI/S1 
clock, brand new; Mk VI/SD/SW etc. oil 
syringe, excellent condition; Mk VI to Silver 
Shadow interior light door switches, new. 
Martin Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 
availability of soace and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 
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Parts For Sale 


Rolls-Royce sign, bronze, about 50 x 20 cm., 
weighing 7 kilos. A very striking piece for the 
garage wall! £350 inc. airfreight, packing and 
insurance. Also, ‘phone or FAX for list of R-R 
& Bentley handbooks. 

John McGlynn, 173 Newton Drive, 
Blackpool, Lancs FY3 8ND, England. 
+44-4253-300100 or FAX +44-1253-300020 


Pre-war Spirit of Ecstasy mascot, suit late PI!, 
Pill or small horsepower model. Chrome 
finish. Believed to be ‘new old stock’ never 
fitted to a car. $500. Martin Bennett 
02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Pair P.100 headlamps, $500; pair SFT700 7* 
foglamps, $250; 2 x SLR700 ‘Flame Thrower’ 
light unit inserts, $75 each; 2x 4LR long range 
driving lamps, $50 each; 2 x 5° bell type 
lamps, early Vintage, $70 each; Bentley Mk 
VI toolkit complete in fascia tray with lock and 
key, $800. John Hunt 03-5982-2420 


Radiator caps. We've mascot and parking 
(town) caps, exact copies of the various 
original pre-war R-R types, $125 each. Also 
various chassis, body and engine bits (plates, 
handles, covers, caps, terminals, etc.) in Ger- 
man silver, bronze, repro ebonite as appro- 
priate. 02-9144-3787 or 02-9651-1782 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted for 1935 20/25: any small tools for 
tooltray; Lucas 59 {I think) centre light or 
similar. Alex Maitland 07-5522-5257 


Wanted: early post-war (Mk VI, Silver Dawn 
etc.) small tools; original type Silver Dawn 
headlamps. David Crichton 02-6026-2278 


Wanted: spanners and sump plug tool to 


complete S1 tool kit. Martin Bennett 
02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Literature (free) 


Handbook for Silver Shadow SRH5455 
delivered new toa Mr A. Bond. Free to anyone 
proving current ownership of this car. Mark 
Babidge 08-9364-2861 or FAX 08-9364-3458 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or 
colour prints showing the lines of the carare 
acceptable. ‘Front-on’ shots cannot be 
used. For photo return, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Martin Bennett, ‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring Disc _— 


S A 
Pannier extension 


Curved 
air valve 


_ 
Air lock assembly 


cod 
~—7\\ ZL 


Spanner 


All you need to fit new ¢ Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your : aoe 
Pre-WWIl Classic. ° Hispano-Suiza 
Write, phone or fax ¢ Lagonda 

for full infomation. 


° Bugatti 
© Delage 
LMARR DISK,LTD 8 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tél: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
Di 


Literature For Sale 


Phantom ill handbook, very good condition. 
Phantom I! sales brochure, almost mint. Sell 
or swap for 20 h.p. tools. Rod Hanson 
03-9787-7992 (h) 03-9783-8077 (w) 


Owners’ handbooks, hard-to-find original ed- 
itions in very good to mint condition: 20 h.p. 
4-wheel brake, $400; Phantom II, 1931, $400; 
Phantom Ill No. Xi, $350; Bentley R-type 
Continental automatic, $250. Also 1913 Silver 
Ghost handbook with fingerprints and other 
oily marks but otherwise in quite good cond- 
ition, $350. Others available including arange 
of modern handbooks, please enquire. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Original Rolls-Royce factory Workshop 
Manual covering Silver Cloud | & Il, Bentleys 
$1 and S2, Continental and Continental $2. In 
original binder, clean copy in original and 
very remarkable order for its age. $300 0.n.o.; 
Rolls-Royce Bulletin, three original copies 
dated 1951, January 1952, and January 
1953, very good condition, $75 each, also 
September 1937 facsimile edition (1973 
reprint) $40; Phantom | Handbook in un- 
believable unmarked order, “incorporating 
the instructions contained in the editions 
dated July 1925, March 1926, July 1927 and 
in Edition No 4”, January 1934 reprint (comes 
with U.K. registration document for Chassis 
6ORF, reg'n No UE-5177.) $300; Ghosts, 
Phantoms and Spectres, by Oldham, with 
orig. dust wallet, excellent condition, $150. All 
items plus postage as desired, and can be 
mailed COD with insurance. lan Irwin 
02-6281-6925 (‘phone & FAX) 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. 
Non-members are charged $15.00 for a 
non-commercial ad of reasonable length. 
Trade ads accepted at commercial rates. 
Photographs included free of charge to non- 
trade members, $15.00 for others. Where 
applicable, cheques made payable to 
R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to: 
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Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Services 


New solid state ignition systems for Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars. Owners of pre-war 
and post-war cars can install a solid state 
ignition system without making any alterations 
to the original distributor, or having to cope 
with hiding a control box in the chassis. The 
whole unit fits under the distributor cap, so is 
completely concealed. T K Motors Pty Ltd, the 
only dealer in Australia for Pertronix Inc Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley Electronic Conversion 
Systems, offers these units for most models. 
In these solid state ignition systems a sensor 
and magnetic ring replaces the points and 
condenser within the distributor. However, 
the original parts can be easily reinstalled 
because the conversion requires no drilling of 
holes or alterations of any kind. The sensors 
and magnet rings are unaffected by wear or 
dirt, offering durability. | believe these 
systems provide an innovative solution to one 
of the challenges of restoring and maintaining 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars. Solid 
state ignition offers significant benefits in 
enhanced engine performance and reliability 
while solving the problem of replacing 
expensive and hard to find distributor parts. 
For information and prices please contact: 
Garrath Will, T K Motors, 43 Chard Road, 
Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100. 02-9938-1301 or 
FAX 02-9905-0260 


Services 


LPG conversions for Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley. T K Motors is now offering Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley owners an alternative fuel 
system. Our installations have increased in 
numbers over the past years with successful 
conversions of the Silver Cloud/S Series and 
Silver Shadow/T Series. Conversions are 
orderly and reasonably inconspicuous, keep- 
ing the luggage compartment minimally 
affected by the fuel ceil. For enquiries please 
contact: 

Garrath Will, T K Motors, 43 Chard Road, 
Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100. 02-9938-1301 or 
FAX 02-9905-0260 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-9755-2197 


The Record speaks for itself 


Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 
Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 
Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 


The ultimate end of restoration 
project should be the Judges’ 
approval and the beginning of 

many years of reliable and 
enjoyable motoring. 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at 
The Ultimate Repair Shop 


MAX HOUSTON’S 
Vintage fotor Marage 


BODY WORKS 


Central Mangrove, N.S.W. 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
1939 Bentley 41% Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 


} 1936 Bentley 414 Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 


Telephone: 02 4373 1277 
Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 


visit our website 
vintagemotorgarage.com 


3-00 


3569 


J.G. DARE 
PARTS FOR ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


The following R-R/Bentley parts are now here in stock. Most parts are 
used, however some are new and genuine R-R supply unless otherwise 
stated. 


Engines together with their original transmissions are available from 
the following cars which have been updated with new contemporary 
drivelines and/or stretched to extra LWB corporate/hire limousines. 
Most engines are complete and can be supplied from fan to flywheel 
including all ancilliaries such as generator/alternator, starter motors, 
carburetters, distributors and air conditioning compressors. Some 
engines ran quiet and with no smoke etc. prior to careful removal. 
Others have suffered internal damage and these may be parted out so 
that serviceable parts will be available individually as support/replace- 
ment spares for your existing engine. 


Currently available ex'54 R-type; '59 S1; S2 — several ‘60-61; '64 SCIII; 
‘66 Bentley T; 69 and "73 SS; '78 and ‘79 SSII and ‘82 Spirit (fuel 
injection). Engines can be run on a test stand with formal report and 
video available to purchaser. Power steering pumps are available from 
most of these units as are the fuel pumps which are handy to carry in 
your car as a spare. 


Spare exhaust manifolds and spare set cylinder heads available for SS. 


SS differentials, final drive cross members, pair 2 drive shafts for 
SSpirit. Shock absorber casings front and rear for SS suitable for 
re-insert, rebuilding, etc. Various underbody SS hydraulic control 
valves including accumulators. SS front suspension pins, new 
(genuine) or repro. 


Sets of SS road wheels, powder coated or as is. Vented SS wheel covers 
restored to show quality or as is — with or without trim rings. One 
non-vented SS cover and one vented Bentley T also available. Set 
hub-caps for Bentley Corniche including some (genuine) trim rings. Set 
(new) black plastic R-R centres for Corniche/Wraith II hub-caps. Some 
assorted covers for S Series in fair condition. SS rear wheel hubs, brake 
discs and calipers, 


Heater matrix for S1. Radiator for S1. Some air conditioning parts from 
S Series cars. SS wings/fenders — all corners. 


Attention SC/S Series owners who do not have air conditioning or who 
would like to upgrade to the latest integrated design which provides 
that factory look. Orders received by the end of winter will be discounted 
if sufficient interest is shown. Enquire now in readiness for next 
sumuner and save! 


Front fenders new or used for SSII. Chrome bumpers (front and rear) 
for SS including the overriders. New badge bar for front. Some bumper 
sections available separately. Corniche II boot badge. Corniche boot 
handle with key. Corniche rear bumper base with R-R badge. 


SS air vents as fitted below headlamps on early SS. SS Headlamp 
surrounds repolished including R-R (or ‘B’) badges to suit. R-R grille 
and boot badges including the base for the latter if required. Small R-R 
badges for rear 4 panel on LWB SS. New and used original fog/driving 
lamps for SS, bright or black bodies. Spare lenses to suit including the 
black plastic clip over protectors. Front turn signal lamps — new or 
used. New or used parts to suit these. Rear tail lamps for SS (incl. 
Corniche) new or used — 2 or 3 colour versions. Lenses and parts to 
suit. Side marker/running lamps for pre- and post-’72 SS. SS side sill 
mouldings — new or used include to suit LWB cars. SS1 grille new. SS1 
grille restored. SS1 grille shell without vanes. SS exterior door handles, 
boot handles, centre bonnet strip, door sill step/threshold plates 
polished or as is including the special chrome screws for these if you 
need any. Door pillar mount switches for interior light activation. New 
springs for these if required. Wiper arms — new or used. SS electrical 
seat motors (include console switches) and electric window motors. 
Sets/pieces of SS side body waistline trim mouldings including those 
for LWB rear doors. SS battery boxes, new or fibreglass repro. ‘Dagenite’ 
transfers to suit the outer covers of these. 


Electric window motors from S Series. SS electric seat mechanisms. SS 
doors including those for LWB. S Series doors also available. Doors are 
complete but I will strip to shells if required. SS side window glasses 
including rear window. Assorted side glass for SC/S Series cars. 


SS dash instruments e.g. gauges and switches etc. Interior courtesy 
lights for SS. Fan blower motors for SS. Many assorted SS interior door 
fittings e.g. switch surrounds/escutcheons including the ‘blank-off 
plates for door handle and window switches. Radio aerial bezel — wing 
mount. SS radiator header tank. SS water heater tap valves — new or 
used. SS bonnet and boot. Some interior wood pieces for S Series and 
Ss. 


Some N.O.S. relays if you want originality or just a spare. 


SS brake box ‘rat-trap’ assembly and parts thereof. S3 grille with ‘B’ 
badge and winged ‘B’ motif. Some exterior trim for S Series cars, Glass 
brake fluid reservoirs for S Series. S1 and S2 fenders/wings, bonnet 
and boot lid. S Series stop light switch new. Front marker lamps new 
for S1 and S2. Sets engine bearings (main and rod) genuine to suit 
4% and 4'% Litre; set genuine bearings for SS. Factory steel sliding 
sunroof clip from S Series. Tool kits for S1, SS, SSII and Spirit. Some 
tools available separately. 


Pair chrome finisher/mould headlamp pieces for Spirit including new 
lenses and reflectors. Rear corner tail lamps for Spirit — new. 


S Series turn signal switch plus one to suit SSII. S3/SCIII and SS 
headlamp housing bezel trim seal. SS steering box with or without its 
attendant damper box. Spirit door hinge. Steering coupling rubber 
‘doughnut’ (new) for SS. Rubber seal for SS which goes across top of 
firewall/bulkhead at trailing edge of bonnet. 


Yellow filament bulbs (genuine) to suit S Series — fog/turn signal 
lamps. Some yellow lenses {plain or diffused) for S Series fog-lamps. 
These are rare. Mk VI/R-type/SD tail-lamp housings, single or dual 
(late). Tail-lamps for these. Pair circular reverse lamps, MPW SS/T 
coachbuilt 2-door. 


Beautiful original Motorola radio from unmolested 69 SS (still has 
original factory notated chassis number taped upon it) together with 
the wood finisher piece. This would be nice for your early car if it has 
been altered in this area due to installation of aftermarket radio/cas- 
sette etc. Original radio for Silver Cloud/S. 


Early Silver Shadow (66 & 67) Handbooks. One is very good, one is 
mint condition. Some Silver Shadow suspension parts (front and rear). 
Pair Silver Shadow footrests, grey or green. 


Electric actuators for 3- and 4-speed transmission. Steering rack, ‘82 
Silver Spirit. A.C.U. box (new) for SSII. Steering wheel with horn button 
for SSII. 


Expert restoration service available to make your trim mouldings or 
wheel-covers etc. look like new again. Enquire. 


Some R-R test equipment and tools available soon — enquire. 


Assortment of Rolls-Royce and Bentley sales literature in excellent 
condition. 


The above represents part of my current core stockholding. Please 
enquire for any specific needs at which time I may be able to assist you. 
If I can source at a price acceptable to you any single item which you 
may need, transit and handling costs can be contained by consolidating 
your order with any others to hand provided your need is not urgent. 
Conversely if you have an urgent situation I can arrange importation 
on a singular item/order basis where the parts are dimensionally small 
and lightweight. In such circumstances air express courier fees would 
be charged to you at cost. I have satisfied several owners via such 
arrangements which are tailored to suit individual requirements. 


J.G. Dare. Tel: (03) 9589 1516 Fax: (03) 9589 5982 
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Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealeadl!! 


NRMA 


Sa 


VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we'll take as much care of 
your Rolls Royce or Bentley 


: INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


as you do! 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
e Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

¢ UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Dally. 

¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


If you love your classic vehicle 
we've got the insurance. 


@ Agreed value means agreed value. If 
ores ‘ the car is a total loss you will receive 
the full sum insured. 


@ You have the option to choose your 
own repairer. 


@ Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 

@ Inthe event of total loss of the vehicle 
you have an opportunity to purchase, 
depending on the policy. 

@ No blame excess. 

@ Laid up cover for vehicles being 
restored or repaired. 


@ Free windscreen one per year without 


Shannons Classic Insurance has been insuring excess. 


vintage & veteran vehicle enthusiasts since 


1970 and has developed a great insurance Ring Shannons for a 
package at a very competitive price. free quote today ! 


Insurer: Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 

Victoria (03) 9584 7266 New South Wales (02) 9460 6344 Northern Territory (08) 8981 3000 
Queensland (07) 3892 2776 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 
Tasmania (03) 6223 8333 Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 

SHAN 5A 
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At Surfers Paradise Marriott Resort you can do as little 


Pscux. Ic 10 gor o or as much as you like. Relax on our beautiful private 
everything they: beach, swim or scuba amongst tropical fish in the 


heated lagoon, pamper yourself in the Spa and Health 
Club or dine at one of our fine restaurants. Relax, 
revitalise or even romance in the luxury, the casual 


elegance and the superb service only Marriott can offer. 


Exclusive offer to Rolls Royce 
owners & friends and includes 
y. buffet breakfast for 2 adults. 


perv voow, pev nigh 


When you’ve comfovtable 
you can Ao anything. 


GOLD COAST 


SURFERS 
PARADISE we G 
RESORT 
158 Ferny Avenue, Surfers Paradise, Queensland, Australia 4217. 

Tel: 61 7 5592 9800 Fax: 61 7 5592 9888 
Email: reservations@marriott.com.au 
*Rate is based on hinterland view room. Valid until 30 June 2000. 


Rate subject to GST rom 1 July, 2000. Conditions apply, 
AdV 10350 


We can protect your investment 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley 


Sydney’s best known and = most 
experienced Rolls-Royce team are 
committed to provide you with 
personal service and_ professional 
care to protect your investment in 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley - from the 
earliest cars through to current models. 


Call Warrick Booth or Paul Lukes to 
discuss routine maintenance, major 
overhaul - or advice on any aspect of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


MEssrRs APPLEBY AND BOOTH 
AT PARADISE GARAGE 
25 DUNNING AVENUE, ROSEBERY, 
SYDNEY, NSW, 2018 
PH: 02 9313 7866 FAX: 02 9663 2105 


www.paradisegarage.com.au 
L to R: Kerrie Thomson-Booth, Warrick Booth, Robert Murphy, Paul Lukes, Clare Lukes, Ralph Appleby 
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Federal Council Meeting 
Surfers Paradise, April 13th, 2000 
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From left to right: Kim Stapleton (Federal Secretary), Robin Hickman (Vic.), Fred Haughtey (Qld.), Eric Henderson (Vic.), Russell Leitch (Qid.), 
George Forbes (Federal President), Ray Zeffert (S.A.), Martin Bennett (A.C.T.), Mick Rust (W.A.), Brian Jenkins (N.S.W.), Val Keogh (W.A.), Tony 
Ward (N.S.W.), Bryan Inder (Federal Treasurer), Photo by Brian Brannelly (Qid.). 


We’re back where we belong: 
at the back and at the front. 


Last issue the gremlin got into the printing than any other body shop in Australia. And when 
machine and our usual advertisement did not the need arises, we don't just repair, we rebuild. 
appear on the back cover of PRAECLARUM. We Every repair we perform is to factory 

realised that while our advertisement is always specifications, using only genuine parts and 

on the back, our service to Rolls-Royce and carried out by tradespeople who are trained to 
Bentley owners is always the front runner. We incredibly high standards. So when you find us 
repair more Rolls-Royce and Bentley coachwork —_here at the back, you find us at the front as well. 


McMillan Prestige 
Car Repairs Pty Ltd 


25-27 Regatta Road, Canada Bay, N.S.W. 2046 


Telephone 02 9744 5111 
Authorised Rolls-Royce and Bentley coachworkrepairer 


UNION OFFSET CO. PTY. LTD Print Post Approved PP229219 100048 
20 PIRIE STREET FYSHWICK ACT 2609 (02) 6280 6733 Lodgement Office: Canberra Mail Centre, Fyshwick, 2609 


